
Elections 2014 

Saving Species    
 Protecting Nature 



The European Association of Zoos and Aquaria (http://www.eaza.net), is a not-for profit 
association which represents and links 345 institutions in 41 countries (of which 26 are EU 
members). Formed in 1992, EAZA’s mission is to facilitate cooperation within the European 
zoo and aquarium community towards the goals of education, research and 
conservation.  
 
By ensuring that its member zoos and aquariums achieve and maintain the highest 
standards of care and breeding for the species they keep, EAZA empowers European 
citizens to learn about and contribute to European and global biodiversity conservation 
goals. It is estimated that more than 140 million visits are made to EAZA members each 
year. 
  
EAZA wishes to further its engagements with the European Union as we believe that the 
professional zoo and aquarium community has significant and targeted expertise and 
opportunities to offer in many spheres such as the environment, conservation of species, 
engagement and learning, formal and informal education, tourism and social inclusion. 
  
In the context of the upcoming European elections, we would like to inform you about our 
activities and ask your opinion on topics of relevance to our member organisations. 

 

European Elections 2014 – EAZA Manifesto 

http://www.eaza.net/�


Zoos Directive 

The vast majority of our zoos operate under the legislative authority of the European Union. 
The Zoos Directive (1999/22/EC) represents a serious mandate for EAZA’s work in 
conservation and we strongly supported its introduction (we are the only organisation 
named in the text) and still support its full implementation across all 28 Member States. 
  
The directive aims to protect wild fauna and to preserve biodiversity by inviting Member 
States to take measures concerning the granting of licenses and the carrying out of regular 
inspections in European zoos in order to check that the conditions related to the granting 
of licenses are met. 
  
EAZA welcomed the introduction of the Zoos Directive as a means to enhance conservation 
efforts by zoos and aquaria and notes that the Directive has been implemented in a highly 
professional manner across many Member States. However, EAZA further notes that 
translation into national legislation has been slow in some countries and urges regulators 
across the EU to ensure that high standards in zoos and aquariums are encouraged by 
effective legislation and competent inspectorates. 
  
In this context, what will you do to: 
  



Support the vital role that 
professional zoos and 
aquariums play in 
conservation, both in Europe 
and globally 
 
Support Member States 
facing difficulties in the 
implementation of the 
directive 
 
Ensure high standards of 
implementation of the Zoos 
Directive and improve 
standards of zoos and aquaria 
across Europe 
 
Secure funding for the 
competent accreditation of 
the zoos in the framework of 
the Zoos Directive 

  



Animal Welfare  

While EAZA can only regulate its own members, EAZA is also concerned about animal 
welfare in zoos and aquaria in Europe which currently do not meet EAZA accreditation 
standards. EAZA seeks to improve animal welfare in these zoos in two practical and 
professional ways:  
 
The EAZA Committee for Technical Assistance provides guidance and support to 
struggling zoos located predominantly in Eastern Europe. EAZA identifies zoos which are 
willing to improve and then works with them to achieve better animal welfare and zoo 
management standards. EAZA has developed a manual on improving zoo standards for 
these struggling zoos which could be a possible tool for zoos and regulators across 
Member States. 
 
Further, the EAZA Academy, the training wing of EAZA, seeks to provide extensive training 
opportunities for staff across all member zoos and aquariums.  EAZA Academy courses are 
also being made available to non-members.  EAZA is currently hiring a new staff member as 
Animal Welfare Training Officer to further support the work of the Academy in improving 
care standards. 
  
In this context, will you: 
  



Support an EU legislative 
framework on animal welfare 
and consult EAZA as regards 
the future animal welfare 
strategy 
 
Support the EAZA Academy 
in training zoo staff and zoo 
inspectors 
  



Animal Health  

Keeping and displaying healthy animals under good welfare conditions in EAZA collections 
is of crucial importance to reach EAZA’s main objectives. The risk from infectious diseases in 
zoos and aquaria are significantly lower than in the agricultural industry, e.g. because of 
surveillance, housing conditions, reduced numbers of animals and individual care for most 
species. 
  
Breeding programmes for endangered species are jeopardized by unclear legislation, lack 
of uniform implementation of EU legislation by Member States and slow decision making 
processes making animal exchanges difficult or even impossible. This obstruction can lead 
to compromised welfare conditions and blockage of conservation initiatives. 
  
In this regard EAZA welcomed the EU animal health law proposal which, even if focusing on 
farm animals, will also apply to zoos (e.g. provisions on approval requirements for confined 
establishments and animal health certification). 
  
When elected, will you: 
  



Consult EAZA at an early stage when the 
EU is formulating animal health and 
welfare legislation to ensure that wild 
animal species as held in zoos and 
aquaria are clearly and appropriately 
included in the regulatory definitions 
where relevant and excluded where 
irrelevant 
 
Better evaluate the minimal health risks 
posed by animal collections of zoos and 
aquaria in light of the existing EU animal 
health regulations 
 
Contribute to the simplification of the EU 
legislation pertaining to animal health 
and the exchanges of animals in the 
framework of recognised EAZA breeding 
programmes 
 
Recognise, in any future review of EU 
legislation, the specific welfare needs of 
species to be transported between zoos 
and aquaria 
  



Biodiversity 

Professional zoos and aquariums are increasingly leaders in holistic conservation practices. 
We undertake conservation not only via coordinated breeding programmes mandated by 
the Convention on Biological Diversity and the EU Zoos Directive, but we increasingly fund 
and partner in conservation in the wild. Zoos are truly holistic conservation centres, 
providing a physical link from urban centres to the wilderness. This provides a tangible 
opportunity for visitors to understand that their ticket price can help save species, making 
all visitors conservationists for a day. 
  
Conservation-led zoos are critical to many of the Aichi targets set by governments under 
the UN Convention on Biological Diversity, and in particular to achieving the first one: ‘By 
2020, at the latest, people are aware of the values of biodiversity and the steps they can take to 
conserve and use it sustainably.’ 
  
Through its breeding programmes, EAZA aims at contributing to the protection, 
conservation and enhancement the Union’s natural capital and hence participates in the 
achievement of the EU biodiversity strategy to 2020. 
  
When elected, will you commit to: 
 



 

Highlight conservation of the 
natural world as one of the most 
important issues facing Europe 
and the planet 
 
Protect deep sea floor habitats 
and support a ban on sea 
bottom trawling 
 
Engage in activities to stimulate 
discussion of ‘conservation 
labeling’ importance such as 
palm oil in food and shark 
squalene in cosmetics 
 

 
Consult EAZA in the framework of 
the mid-term review of the EU 
biodiversity strategy to 2020 
 
Support a ban on the use of 
Diclofenac as a livestock anti-
inflammatory 
 
Act in order to enable a quick entry 
into force of the new regulation on 
Invasive Alien Species 
 
 



Sustainability 

EAZA believes that the emotional power of an animal encounter is a major factor in 
persuading people to live sustainably, respectfully and altruistically. In an age where the 
values we need to promote to maintain our planet are under constant attack from 
materialism and the profit motive, meeting animals can reinforce our sense of belonging to 
a wider, more wonderful world; these encounters remind us, even in the face of constant 
advertising and information overload, that a future populated by a wide diversity of animals 
and plants is more important than buying the latest smartphone. 
  
EAZA launched in September 2013, together with a number of partners including the zoo 
and aquarium associations of South and North America, a campaign to raise awareness on 
the problem of climate change and stimulate behavior change for the conservation of the 
biodiversity of the two Poles (http://www.poletopolecampaign.org/). 
  
In this context, we invite you to: 
 

http://www.poletopolecampaign.org/�


Join the campaign and register your 
pledge to unplug electronic devices 
 
Support the EU future framework 
legislation for climate and energy 
policies 
 

©Daniel J. Cox 



Contact 

EAZA Executive Office 
c/o Artis Zoo - Amsterdam 
PO Box 20164 
1000 HD Amsterdam 
The Netherlands 
  
 
Sophie Dorémus 
EU policy manager 
C/O IUCN European Union Representation office 
64, boulevard Louis Schmidt 
B – 1040 Brussels 
sophie.doremus@eaza.net 
+32 2 739 10 00 
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