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We are honoured to welcome 
you to the EAZA Conservation 
Forum 2018 in Tallinn, Estonia.
This conservation event filling three long Nordic spring days is devoted to several topical conservation issues like wildlife 
trade, freshwater conservation, connecting people to conservation, reintroductions, and investing in conservation. I am 
confident that each delegate will gain something new, something enlightening, something helpful to our mission to pre-
serve life in different forms. On our side, we have tried to make this event not only rich in new ideas and learning, but also 
easy-going and fun. 

With the Conservation Forum the EAZA Conservation Committee strives to create a meaningful platform where the zoo 
and aquarium community as well as the field conservation community can gather and exchange experiences and build 
bridges between the two worlds. This Conservation Forum was fully booked months in advance. It is sad that many will-
ing to participate are missing this occasion, but it is not entirely impossible. For the first time in the history of conservation 
forums, the event is streamed on the internet. Everyone can join the forum via EAZA webpage or check back later at a 
more convenient time. The online broadcast as well as many other elements of the forum have been made possible by 
generous financial support from the European Regional Development Fund via Enterprise Estonia.

Estonia is a country of wilderness with many forests and bogs, and innumerable islands. We have countless quiet corners 
for long walks and contemplations. Therefore, it is not surprising to find a number of pioneering thinkers and biologists in 
Estonian history. I only mention here Jakob von Uexküll, who coined the concept “Umwelt”, the understanding that each 
species perceives the world differently.  

Estonia is also proud of its many species rare in Europe like wolves, bears, lynx, beavers, flying squirrels, and European 
mink. Springtime adds memorable opportunities of watching birds migrate along our coast. After the forum, many of 
you will take time for wildlife tours, and these will surely grant you unforgettable memories and a desire to return to this 
nature-rich periphery of Europe.

Tiit Maran
Director
Tallinn Zoo

Programme 

08.45 – 10.20

10.50 – 12.00

14.00
18.00 – 21.00

08.15 – 08.45

10.20 – 10.50

12.00 – 13.00

TUESDAY 22 MAY Tallinn Zoo, Environmental Education Centre

WEDNESDAY 23 MAY Tallinn Zoo, Environmental Education Centre

OPENING
Tiit Maran | Director Tallinn Zoo (Estonia)
Myfanwy Griffith | Executive director European Association of Zoos and Aquaria (Netherlands)
Bryan Carroll | Director Bristol Zoo Gardens (UK) and outgoing chair of the EAZA Conservation 
Committee

OPENING KEYNOTE – COMBATTING UNSUSTAINABLE AND ILLEGAL WILDLIFE TRADE

Jorge Rodriguez Romero | EU Wildlife Trade policy, Directorate General for the Environment, 
European Commission

MINI-SEMINAR– IILLEGAL WILDLIFE TRADE – 
FINDING SUSTAINABLE SOLUTIONS 
Facilitator Carl Traeholt | Southeast Asia Programme Director | Copenhagen Zoo (Denmark)

Sam Ferreira | South African Parks (SanParks) working with the economics of poaching in Africa
Brendan Moyle | Professor at Massey University (New Zealand); the economy of illegal wildlife trade in 
China and Asia
Pelham Jones | Chairman for the Private Rhino Owners Association (PROA) (South Africa)
Rosie Cooney | United Nations Secretary-General Science Advisory Board and Chair of the IUCN 
Sustainable Use and Livelihood Specialist Group (Australia)
Richard Thomas | Global Communications Coordinator at TRAFFIC - The Wildlife Trade Monitoring 
Network (UK)

Registration
Icebreaker

Welcome coffee & tea

Coffee & tea break

Lunch
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14.25 – 14.55

19.00 – 21.00

16.10 – 16.25

14.55 – 16.10

16.25 – 17.30 

13.00 – 14.25

08.45 – 11.00

11.30 – 12.30

13.30 – 14.45

THURSDAY 24 MAY Tallinn Zoo, Environmental Education Centre

Coffee & tea break

SOCIAL PROGRAMME: WALKING TOUR OF TALLINN CITY

Short coffee & tea break

CASE STORIES - IILLEGAL WILDLIFE TRADE
Session chair Eric Bairrão Ruivo | ZooParc de Beauval (France) and incoming chair EAZA 
Conservation Committee

The EAZA Conservation Campaign: Silent Forest - Progress and Aims
Simon Brusland | Heidelberg Zoo (Germany)

Wildlife trade for zoo and collectors, a new threat for Iranian local and native species  
Iman Memarian | Tehran Zoo and Pardisan Wildlife Rehabilitation Center (Iran)

Conserving Owston’s Civet - Indochina’s most threatened carnivore  
Daniel Willcox | Save Vietnam’s Wildlife (Vietnam)

Project Anoulak: Biodiversity conservation in the Annamite Mountains of Laos  
Camille Coudrat | Project Anoulak (Lao People’s Democratic Republic)

CONSERVATION MOVIES 

Securing livelihoods, saving snow leopards: 
Snow Leopard Trust’s Livestock Insurance Program 
Matt Fiechter | Snow Leopard Trust (Sweden)

Engaging the world’s zoos to save the Saola (Pseudoryx nghetinhensis)  
Bill Robichaud | IUCN SSC Saola Working Group (US)

2017: Year of the Golden Lion Tamarin
James Dietz | Save the Golden Lion Tamarin (Brasil)

Continued: MINI-SEMINAR– IILLEGAL WILDLIFE TRADE – 
FINDING SUSTAINABLE SOLUTIONS 
Facilitator Carl Traeholt | Southeast Asia Programme Director | Copenhagen Zoo (Denmark)

CONSERVATION EFFORTS IN THE BALTIC REGION
Session chair Tiit Maran | Tallinn Zoo (Estonia)

KEYNOTE - HALTING THE DECLINE OF AMPHIBIANS AT THEIR NORTHERN RANGE 
EDGE – A CHALLENGE FOR NATURE CONSERVATION

Riinu Rannap | Research fellow in conservation biology, University of Tartu (Estonia)

Bringing back rare Lithuanian species: European pond turtle and Hermit beetle
Dalia Bastytė | Lithuanian Fund for Nature (Lithuania)

Population trends and abundance of Baltic seal species: indicator- based approach of 
protection and management of populations
Ivar Jüssi | ProMare (Estonia)

Conservation and management of large carnivores in Estonia
Peep Männil | Estonian Environment Agency (Estonia)

FRESHWATER CONSERVATION
Session chair Brian Zimmerman
Zoological Society of London (UK) and EAZA Conservation Committee member

KEYNOTE: THE FRESHWATER (FISH) BIODIVERSITY CRISIS – WHERE ARE WE AND 
WHAT CAN ZOOS AND AQUARIA DO?

Jörg Freyhof | Coordinator IUCN SSC Freshwater Fish Red List Authority | Chair for North Africa, 
Europe and the Middle East IUCN SSC/WI Freshwater Fish Specialist Group

Continued: FRESHWATER CONSERVATION
Session chair Brian Zimmerman
Zoological Society of London (UK) and EAZA Conservation Committee member

The lake sturgeon as a bioindicator of environmental health | Jeff Wyatt | Seneca Park Zoo (US)

Working Together - a new fund for freshwater fish | Gemma Goodman | Synchronicity Earth (UK)

Fish – Net Greece: saving the Corfu killifish | Brian Zimmerman on behalf of Elini Kalogianni
Hellenic Centre for Marine Research - Institute of Marine Biological Resources and Inland Waters 
(Greece)

08.15 – 08.45 Welcome coffee & tea

11.00 – 11.30

12.30 – 13.30

Coffee & tea break

Lunch
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14.45 – 16.00

08.45 – 10.30

FRIDAY 25 MAY Tallinn Zoo, Environmental Education Centre

CONNECTING TO CONSERVATION

Session chair Sarah Thomas 
Zoological Society London (UK) and EAZA Conservation Committee member

Conservation through action & education: “Touch the heart”
Wilton Nsimango | Painted Dog Conservation (Zimbabwe)

Mitigating threats to the Critically Endangered Javan slow loris by outreach and education 
Anna Nekaris | Little Fireface Project (UK)

Save our Scavengers: a community engagement approach to protect Botswana’s vultures 
Erin Stotz | Denver Zoological Foundation (US)

Update from the Asian Species Action Plan | Sonja Luz | Wildlife Reserves Singapore (Singapore)

CONSERVATION FORUM POSTER SESSION (Meet & Greet poster authors 
(17.30 – 18.15) / CONSERVATION FORUM MARKETPLACE

16.00 – 16.15

17.15 – 18.45

Short coffee & tea break

16.15 – 18.00 SOCIAL PROGRAMME: TALLINN ZOO VISIT (Tours available)

17.45 – 18.45 CONSERVATION MOVIES 
Durrell’s Underhogs | Andrew Terry on behalf of Daniel Craven | Durrell Wildlife Conservation 
Trust (UK)

08.15 – 08.45 Welcome coffee & tea

CONSERVATION REINTRODUCTIONS
Session chair Tania Gilbert
Marwell Wildlife (UK) and Vice-chair EAZA Reintroduction and Translocation Working Group

Ape reintroductions to natural habitats: addressing misconceptions through methodology 
development and technical advisory resource | Julie Sherman | Wildlife Impact (UK)

The Human Dimensions: The importance of anthropology in reintroduction programmes
Sian Waters | Department of Anthropology, Durham University (UK)

Bringing beavers back to Scotland - the next steps
Ben Harrower | Royal Zoological Society of Scotland (UK)

A bridge for the Ural owl: Connecting populations for a better survival
Wiebke Hoffmann | Vienna Zoo (Austria)

Comeback of the European bison in the Southern Carpathians, Romania
Druga Mariana | WWF Romania (Romania)

INVESTING IN CONSERVATION - EU Funding opportunities | Session chair 
Radosław Ratajszczak Wroclaw Zoo (Poland) and EAZA Conservation Committee member

LIFE Programme -  EU’s financial instrument supporting environmental, nature conservation 
and climate action projects throughout the EU | Anita Fassio | LIFE Unit, Executive Agency for 
Small and Medium-sized Enterprises (EASME), European Commission (Belgium)

LIFE: Implementation conservation activities in Europe | Claudia Gili| Acquario di Genova (Italy)

LIFE: Case example - Wild forest reindeer returns to its historical range - soft releases as the 
first step | Milla Niemi | Wildlife Service Finland (Finland)

LIFE: Case example - Northern Bald Ibis: Reintroduction of a migratory bird species in Europe
Johannes Fritz  | Waldrappteam, LIFE+ Northern Bald Ibis (Austria)

Continued: INVESTING IN CONSERVATION | Session chair Friederike von Houwald  
Basel Zoo (Switzerland) and EAZA Conservation Committee member

Conservation Achievement Score Project | Gregory Vogt | Conservation Guardians (South Africa)

WAZA Nature Connect Program | Stephanie Sanderson | World Association of Zoos and Aquaria 
(Switzerland)

Zoos contribution to in situ conservation of Latin American aquatic mammals | Lorenzo von 
Fersen | Zoo Nuremberg, YAQU PACHA (Germany)

Oceanário de Lisboa support to in situ conservation projects
Nuno Vasco Rodrigues  | Oceanário de Lisboa (Portugal)

Financing a grassroots conservation programme: Hutan’s 20 years’ experience of 
fundraising challenges, ethics and dilemmas | Isabelle Lackman  | HUTAN (Malaysia)

Investing in people, protecting snow leopards: Community-based conservation in Asia’s 
Mountains | Matt Fiechter | Snow Leopard Trust (Sweden)

10.30 – 11.00

14.20 – 14.50

16.50 – 17.00

18.45 – 00.00

12.30 – 13.15

Coffee & tea break

Coffee & tea break

CLOSING
Eric Bairrão Ruivo | ZooParc de Beauval (France) and incoming chair EAZA Conservation Committee

SOCIAL PROGRAMME: FAREWELL DINNER. House of the Blackheads

Lunch (please note 45 minutes)

11.00 – 12.30

13.15 – 14.20

14.50 – 16.50

DISCUSSION REWILDING | Facilitator Andrew Terry
Durrell Wildlife Conservation Trust (UK) and EAZA Conservation Committee member

KEYNOTE - REWILDING: A FUTURE DIRECTION FOR ZOO CONSERVATION?
Paul Jepson  | | Member supervisory board Rewilding Europe (UK) Followed by Q&A
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EAZA Conservation Forum 
2018 Team

Merel Zimmermann
Coordinator, Animal Programmes and Conservation
merel.zimmermann@eaza.net

Mirko Marseille
Events and Member Services Coordinator

mirko.marseille@eaza.net 

EAZA Executive Office 
c/o Artis Zoo - Amsterdam

PO Box 20164
1000 HD Amsterdam
The Netherlands

Tallinn Zoo

Ehitajate tee 150
13522 Tallinn
Estonia

Liisa Nurmela
Project Manager

liisa.nurmela@tallinnzoo.ee
+372 5197 4945

Leana Jalukse
Project Manager

leana.jalukse@gmail.com
+372 5648 3490

Signe Kalgan
Event Coordinator

signe.kalgan@tallinnzoo.ee
+372 504 6650

Tiit Maran
Director

tiit.maran@tallinnzoo.ee

Practical 
information 
Getting around
Your forum delegate badge will give you free access to 
public transport. 

Everything you need to know about Tallinn public trans-
port is available in English here: https://www.visittallinn.
ee/eng/visitor/plan/getting-around/public-transport.

To reach the Environmental Education Centre at Tallinn 
Zoo, take bus number 42 from stop Koidu (nearest to the 
partner hotels) to stop Karikakra or Nurmenuku. The bus 
runs every 6 minutes at peak times and the journey with 
the walks to and from bus stops takes roughly 25-28 
minutes. 

You are also welcome to use the kind offer by our partner 
Taxify by downloading the app on your smartphone, 
filling in your e-mail address, credit card information, and 
promo code CF18 (in the value of 7 Euros for the first 
ride), and ordering a taxi via the app.

Tallinn Zoo
The venue for EAZA Conservation Forum 2018 is the 
Environmental Education Centre of Tallinn Zoo. The main 
programme of the forum takes place in the auditorium, 
accessible during the conference from the upper level. 
Coffee breaks and lunches will be served in the foyer - 
immediately to the right of the entrance. A cloakroom, 
restrooms, and classrooms acting as press centre, office 
and storage spaces for your use are located on a lower 
level. Marketplace will also take place in the foyer, and 
the posters will be hung up in the hallways leading to 
upper and lower levels. Free Wi-Fi is available throughout 
the building and we can print documents upon request. 
Naturally, you have access to the zoo grounds during its 
opening hours (9:00-20:00 in May) with your delegate 

badge. Parking at the zoo is free for the delegates, but 
please turn to our staff for the validation of your parking 
ticket. Please note that smoking indoors is prohibited eve-
rywhere in Estonia, but you can step outside during breaks 
for a cigarette. 

The information desk in the foyer of the Environmental 
Education Centre will remain open for the duration of the 
conference. 

In case you need assistance at any time, our contact 
numbers are:

Project manager Liisa Nurmela +372 5197 4945
Project manager Leana Jalukse +372 5648 3490

Please note that the conference will be streamed online 
and will be made available for viewing later. There is 
also a photographer present at all times. Your partici-
pation at the conference is regarded as your consent 
to appear in conference-related communications and 
promotion of future events.

Partner offers
Hell Hunt (Gentle Wolf in Estonian), a legendary pub at 
Pikk 39, which has the best selection of beer in town with 
a kitchen open until 1AM, will offer their original lager and 
dark beer and cider for our delegates at a 20% discount. 
Hell Hunt will be our official meeting point.

Restaurant Olde Hansa, located near Town Hall Square 
at Vana turg 1, which offers a unique dining experience in 
authentic 15th century setting with meals recreated from 
medieval recipes, will give our delegates 10% off the entire 
menu.

Eforea Spa and Health Club, Hilton Tallinn Park Hotel, 
F. R. Kreutzwaldi 23, offers the day pass for our delegates 
for the complimentary price of 15€. 

Viimsi Spa, Randvere tee 11, Haabneeme, located 13 km 
from Tallinn city centre, offers a 15% discount at both their 
sauna centres. Black Rose Pub, situated in the same build-
ing, will give our delegates 15% off the entire menu.
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1. Von Stackelberg Hotel Tallinn, Toompuiestee 23

2. Centennial Hotel Tallinn, Endla 15

3. Kreutzwald Hotel Tallinn, Endla 23
 
4. City Hotel Tallinn, Paldiski mnt 3

5. Hotel L’Ermitage, Toompuiestee 19

6. National Library of Estonia, Tõnismägi 2

7. House of the Blackheads, Pikk 26

8. Hell Hunt Pub, Pikk 39

9. Restaurant Olde Hansa, Vana turg 1

10. Hilton Tallinn Park Hotel,  F. R. Kreutzwaldi 23

11. Tallinn Tourist Information Centre,  Niguliste 2

12. Tallinn Zoo, Northern gate, Paldiski mnt 145

13. Tallinn Zoo, Western gate
 Environmental Education Centre,
 Ehitajate tee 150

14. Tallinn Airport, Tartu mnt 101

EAZA Conservation
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ESTONIA
Estonian history extends across a long and winding road through time, telling the tales of many nations 
from Vikings to the kings, queens and medieval merchants of German, Swedish, Danish and Russian 
descent. Estonia’s deeply rooted pagan spirit and European mindset means that the country and its 
people bear close ties with nature while being a proudly independent EU and NATO member state with 
a growing reputation for innovation.

The history begins with ancient settlers

Shortly after the end of Ice Age in Europe, the first Estonian ancestors settled along the Baltic coast in 9000 B.C. By 800 
A.D. traditional Estonian villages and village society had already formed. Many villages established in this era are still 
inhabited today.

The most striking example of the culture of ancient Estonians is the rhythmic verse, as well as the aural tradition of folk 
song where each line is repeated several times with thematic variations. Estonians have one of the biggest collections of 
folk songs in the world, with written records of about 133,000 folk songs.

Nature spirituality is equally and deeply embedded in the cultural history of Estonian people, in which the trees and earth 
are cherished objects that possess power. Forest has always been the source of life in this region and it was believed to 
be a sacred place in Estonia’s primeval religion, with the ancestors of modern Estonians worshipping wood spirits.

Estonian Vikings

800-1200 A.D. was a period of raids and counter-raids by Vikings around the Baltic Sea, including by Estonian Vikings. 
By this time, the inhabitants of Estonia’s largest island of Saaremaa, known at the time as Oeselians, had formed consid-
erable naval force. The most famous event of the time was the kidnapping of the Norwegian Queen Astrid and her son 
and future King, Olaf Trygvesson. At the beginning of 12th century, they sacked and destroyed Sigtuna, then capital of 
Sweden. Even today, Saaremaa is rich of Viking-age treasures, mostly containing silver coins and bars.

Medieval heyday

By 13th century Estonia was confronted by, and subsequently converted to, Christianity and ruled by Teutonic Order and 
Danes. During this time, the Germans became landed gentry and wielded huge influence over Estonia for the next 700 
years. Territory known as Estonia and Latvia then became Medieval Livonia.

Tallinn, Estonia’s medieval pearl, was granted Lübeck city rights by the Danish king in 1248, under which Estonia’s capital 
and many other local towns were governed until the end of the 19th century. This was also the time when Estonia’s main 
towns Tallinn, Tartu, Pärnu and Viljandi were official members of the prosperous Hanseatic League, a commercial and 
defensive confederation of merchant guilds and their market towns, dominating the Baltic maritime trade along Northern 
Europe. If you were to take a walk and and look up in Tallinn Old Town today, you would see what used to be salt, tea and 
flour warehouses equipped with attic doors and hooks once used to pull up the cargo.

Soon enough the country’s thriving medieval economy caught the attention of the neighbouring kingdoms looking to 
expand their geographical influence, and by the 18th century, Estonia had been governed by the kings of Denmark and 
Sweden and the Russian tsar.

This time also saw the founding of University of Tartu by the Swedish king Gustav II Adolf, an institution that later played 
an important part in Estonia’s national awakening, as here is where the blue, black and white tricolour was consecrated, 
becoming the official flag of the independent Republic of Estonia in 1918.

Modern Estonia

The Republic of Estonia has been an independent state since 1918, shortly interrupted by the half a century long Soviet 
occupation following the World War II. Estonia restored its independence in 1991, known as The Singing Revolution that 
was inspired by the more than century-old song festival tradition.

Today’s Estonia is a thriving and forward-looking member state of EU and NATO, where you can vote online and start 
your own business in less than half an hour. Many have done so already, including the founders of Skype and Transfer-
Wise.

Photo: Timo Arbeiter
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Keynote: Combatting Unsustainable and Illegal Wildlife 
Trade

Jorge Rodriguez Romero
Deputy Head of Unit | EU Wildlife Trade policy, Directorate General for the Environment, 
European Commission, Belgium

Jorge Rodríguez Romero s graduated in Organic Chemistry and Chemical Engineer. He has worked as 
official for the Spanish Ministry of the Environment and joined the European Commission Directorate-

General for Environment in 2004. Since 2017 he is Deputy Head of Unit for Multilateral Environmental Governance. He 
chairs the EU Wildlife Trade Committee, acts as CITES contact point for the EU and head the EU Delegation to the CITES 
Standing Committee. 
Wildlife trafficking is not a new phenomenon, but its scale, nature and impacts have changed considerably in recent 
years. Poaching has reached unprecedented levels for some species, and the world is currently facing a dramatic surge 
in wildlife trafficking. Wildlife trafficking has become one of the most profitable criminal activities worldwide, estimated at 
EUR 8-20 billion annually, with devastating effects for biodiversity and negative impact on the rule of law due to its close 
links with corruption. Adopted in February 2016, the “EU Action Plan against Wildlife Trafficking” sets out a comprehen-
sive strategy to fight wildlife crime inside the European Union (EU), and for strengthening the EU’s role in the global fight 
against these illegal activities. The plan contains 32 actions, structured around three priorities (prevention, enforcement 
and international action). Since its adoption, the EU Wildlife Action Plan has generated considerable political attention and 
support at the EU level against wildlife trafficking. It has mobilised and coordinated activities from a range of relevant ac-
tors to address all aspects of this complex phenomenon. The EU has also strengthened its active support to CITES as the 
main international tool to address wildlife trafficking.
In this context the role of private sector is crucial as explicitly recognised in the EU Wildlife Action Plan. Specifically, zoos 
and aquariums can contribute significantly to conservation of species through education and fund raising. They can 
also raise awareness about and support the fight against wildlife trafficking by establishing and enforcing clear rules and 
guidelines that ensure that their operations do not affect conservation goals and implement a zero-tolerance approach 
towards illegal trading. The European Commission warmly welcomes the on-going efforts of EAZA members in this 
regard. 

Mini-Seminar: Illegal Wildlife Trade – Finding Sustainable 
Solutions 
Facilitator: Carl Traeholt, Southeast Asia Programme Director, Copenhagen Zoo 

In September 2017, European Zoo and Aquarium Association (EAZA) launched the Silent Forest Campaign which focuses 
on raising awareness about the songbird crisis in Asia which has a clear link to illegal wildlife trade (IWT). The Threatened 
Asian Songbird Alliance (working group of the EAZA Passeriformes TAG) have joined forces with TRAFFIC, Birdlife Inter-
national and the IUCN SSC Asian Songbird Trade Specialist Group in addressing and mitigating the ongoing songbird 
extinction crisis in Asia, for instance by also raising funds for six pre-selected projects in Indonesia. 
Of course, IWT is not limited to songbirds in Asia. However, this is an important step for the European Zoo and Aquarium 

Association (EAZA) community in becoming involved in combatting illegal wildlife trade. Considering the EAZA com-
munity connects to a significant portion of European citizens and can have a strong influence on EU-decisions, as well as 
through their ex-situ and in-situ conservation programmes, EAZA has the potential to contribute positively to identify, test 
and implement workable solutions to illegal/legal wildlife trade.  
This mini-seminar aims to bring together industry leaders from various sectors affected by IWT, who will share their 
knowledge and perspectives on the topic – highlighting cultural differences, research into the economy of IWT and 
the potential of local communities in finding long-term solutions. After these introductions, a discussion facilitated 
by Carl Traeholt (Southeast Asia Programme Director, Copenhagen Zoo) includes the audience in an exploration 
on how the EAZA community can increase its engagement in for instance finding workable solutions aimed at eradicating 
species extinction that is directly related to over-harvest.  

1. The distraction of managing distant wildlife markets ignores local social 
injustices 

Dr. Sam Ferreira
South African Parks (SanParks) working with the economics of poaching in Africa

For wildlife, disrupting organized crime and creating economic choices for people combined with any traditional response 
may create persistent wildlife populations. Innovative social network analyses and civil actions may do better at disrupting 
organized crime than typical poacher arrests and criminal convictions. A key game changer is in the social realm. Provid-
ing young men with career opportunities shifts the threshold of decisions to poach to levels that allow wildlife numbers 
to increase. Young men with a career may exchange their social provider role for sex with a permanent partner.  If not, 
they may choose sexual crimes or use prostitutes paid by money obtained from crime. Interventions focusing on distant 
market drivers, e.g. inelastic demand, long trade histories, and high profit potential, may distract authorities from focusing 
on the local consequences of past and present social injustices, e.g. inadequate law enforcement, unclear property rights 
and human-wildlife conflict disincentives. The dilemma of wildlife trade may have little to do with illegal crimes or legal 
control. 

2. The complex relationship between legal and illegal wildlife trade

Dr. Brendan Moyle
Professor at Massey University (NZ); studies the economy of illegal wildlife trade in China and Asia

Combatting illegal wildlife trade therefore requires an understanding the limits of both legal trade and trade bans. Key 
economic principles of wildlife trade are identified using case studies of both legal and illegal trade. This illustrates that 
much of current policy is influenced by overly-simplistic models. This has generated unwarranted pessimism in the use of 
regulated trade option to limit poaching. It also creates excess optimism about the efficacy of trade bans. It can be shown 
that trade bans will be optimal at some scales of laundering in legal markets.  Perversely a rigid adherence to trade bans 
can exacerbate the illegal trade. A deeper understanding of the complex economic relationship between legal and illegal 
wildlife trade is essential to combat wildlife poaching and smuggling 
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3. Legal trade in rhino horn and how it can bring benefit to rhino conservation. 

Mr. Pelham Jones
is South African and the Chairman for the Private Rhino Owners Association (PROA) 

Explains why PROA thinks bans have not saved the life of a single rhino but may have contributed to increasing vast 
transnational organised crime syndicates who profiteer through illegal trade in wildlife. PROA have decided, with a resolu-
tion from its members (85% support legal trade, 10% are undecided and 5% are anti-trade), to set up a trade desk to fa-
cilitate rhino-horn trade on behalf of members. Trade will comply with national legislation, including NEMBA, TOPS, SARS 
and FICA, and will not violate any CITES rulings as the horns may not be legally exported. Revenue from this domestic 
trade can help to mitigate rhino security and management costs.  

4. The dilemma of IWT responses: why simple answers aren’t always the best?

Prof. Dr. Rosie Cooney
United Nations Secretary - General Science Advisory Board and Chair of the IUCN Sustainable Use and Livelihood 
Specialist Group 

Discusses the complexities of addressing the poaching that feeds IWT, highlighting in particular the need for realistic 
incentives for local communities to cooperate in protecting and conserving wildlife rather than engage in or support IWT. 
Articulating the net costs and benefits involved in supporting conservation versus supporting IWT, and how these incen-
tives are shaped by anti-IWT interventions, highlights the limitations of an exclusive focus on” top-down,” enforcement-
led responses to IWT. These responses can distract from a range of other approaches that shift incentives for local people 
toward supporting conservation rather than IWT, as well as in some cases actually decrease the net incentives in favour of 
wildlife conservation.

5. Perspectives from TRAFFIC, The Wildlife Trade Monitoring Network

Richard Thomas
Global Communications Coordinator at TRAFFIC - The Wildlife Trade Monitoring Network (UK)

TRAFFIC holds a unique role as a global wildlife trade specialist, combining original research, sound and impartial analysis, 
and collaborating with a wide range of partners to identify conservation challenges and support solutions linked to trade 
in wild animals and plants. (Source Traffic.org) 

The EAZA Conservation Campaign: Silent Forest – Progress 
and Aims 

Simon Bruslund Heidelberg Zoo, Germany

Songbirds in Southeast Asia have become the subject of an excessive but culturally deep-rooted con-
sumption for trade, singing competitions, pets, status symbols and export. The Demand for songbirds is 
extremely high, affecting hundreds of species and involving millions of birds, annually (Eaton et al. Trade-
driven extinctions and near-extinctions of avian taxa in Sundaic Indonesia. Forktail 31: 1-12, 2015). The 

trade is often illegal and evidently unsustainable. 
In Southeast Asia, caged songbirds have long been favourite family pets. Bird ownership is a celebrated custom, and 
everyone can buy some kind of bird in the market, regardless of social status. However, it is not simply about pets. The 
songbird competitions themselves are also culturally and financially important. While the tradition may have altered over 
time, the culture of keeping songbirds has turned into a sport and a massive industry that includes sub-suppliers for 
cages, equipment, food, wonder-supplements and trapping utensils. There is a myriad of bird clubs and competitions are 
major sport events, and lucrative business for local vendors. Although there are legitimate captive breeders in Indonesia, 
there are still an alarming number of trappers, wholesalers and shops illegally but openly trading in wild-caught birds. 
Our understanding of the effects and subsequent status of wild populations is not developing as fast as the trends in the 
trade is developing and changing. Understanding and monitoring the trade is essential for responding with conservation 
measures, establishing IUCN categories and recommending legislative modifications. 
The EAZA conservation campaign Silent Forest was formed out of the existing working group on under the EAZA Passer-
ine TAG with strong ties to BirdLife and TRAFFIC - the Threatened Asian Songbird Alliance (TASA). BirdLife International, 
TRAFFIC as well as the recently formed IUCN specialist group on Asian Songbirds Threatened by Trade are partners of 
the campaign. 
The campaign is essentially an awareness and fundraising campaign primarily aiming to support and establish activities 
in the affected regions, which will never succeed without creating awareness. One important part is avicultural knowledge 
in support ex-situ efforts in-region. This however also need to be encouraged and nurtured as a conservation resource 
from within European zoos.

Wildlife Trade for Zoo and Collectors, a New Threat for 
Iranian Local and Native Species 

Iman Memarian, Hesamodin Kordestani, Ghazele Jazayeri, Alireza Shahrdari, 
Panah Tehran Zoo and Pardisan Wildlife Rehabilitation Center, Iran

Traditionally zoos in Iran play the role as a main source of wildlife trade. The main income for zoos was 
also from these types of business. Except Tehran Zoological Garden, unfortunately the other zoos still 
haven’t changed their vision. Breeding wolves and lions and illegally selling their cubs, pouching raptors, 

waterfowls, wild mammals, wild reptiles and amphibians then illegally selling them to people, are vital for zoos’ survival. 
Arab people living in the southern coast of the Persian Gulf are really interested in training and keeping Iranian wild ani-
mals especially Saker Falcon and Peregrine Falcon. Persian leopard and Asiatic cheetah are also threatened due to catch-
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ing cubs to sell them as pets. Special types of Herps such as Spider-Tailed Viper and Lorestan Newt are also affected and 
zoos play the role as a centre for these types of trade. Tehran zoo started using contraception for easy breeding animals 
such as wolves, lions and tigers and applied to be an EEP and EAZA member to have a better cooperation with other 
members in order to stop catching wild animals from their natural habitat. We are really hopeful to be a good symbol for 
the other Iranian zoos to act like a conservation centre instead of a trade centre. 
The presentation illustrates two cases of Asiatic Cheetahs (Acinonyx jubatus venaticus) in a course of six years being 
caught by poachers and even rangers and sold to rich people, six cases of Persian Leopard (Panthera pardus saxicolor) 
in the course of the last 5 years being caught in snares or gin traps (i.e. ‘terrestrial by-catches’) and more than a hundred 
Saker falcon (Falco cherrug) and Peregrine falcon (Falco peregrinus) found from smugglers or poachers who tried to send 
them to other countries. Every year thousands of Lorestan Newts (Neurergus kaiseri) are being separated from their 
natural habitat. This is also true for Spider-tailed horned viper (Pseudocerastes urarachnoides) which three individuals 
recently caught from poachers who tried to send them to European countries.

Conserving Owston’s Civet - Indochina’s Most Threatened 
Carnivore
Daniel Willcox, Nguyen Van Thai, Madelon Rusman, 
Save Vietnam’s Wildlife (SVW), Cuc Phuong National Park, Vietnam 

Indochina’s (Lao PDR, Cambodia and Vietnam) forests are going through an extinction crisis. Javan Rhinoceros is ex-
tinct, Tiger is extinct in Vietnam, Asian Elephant is dwindling fast, and some of the region’s better-known endemics such 
as Saola and Edwards’s Pheasant are very rarely recorded, if at all, despite a significant increase in survey effort in the last 
10 years.
The principle cause of decline in the region’s ground-dwelling wildlife species has been hunting for the illegal wildlife 
trade. Large parts of Lao PDR and Vietnam have been subjected to industrial levels of snaring over the last 20 years. 
In these countries, where sustained active patrolling occurs, staff typically collect many thousands of snares a year, and 
snaring densities are some of the highest ever recorded in the world. This industrial-scale snaring is a threat to a large 
number of ground-dwelling animals and has been the major cause of population decline for several Indochinese endem-
ics. This threat is one of the main factors behind the region’s “silent forests”.  
One of the species that is impacted by snaring is the Endangered Owston’s Civet. This civet has one of the smallest 
distributions of any carnivore species in Asia; formerly found in southern China (where it is now very probably extirpated), 
it now occurs only in Lao PDR and Vietnam. During the 2015–16 IUCN Red List assessments, Owston’s Civet went from 
Vulnerable to Endangered, with serious consideration given to categorisation as Critically Endangered. 
Although the situation looks bleak for Owston’s Civet there is significant potential to conserve the species: there is a 
captive population, it is recognised as a species conservation priority (including as an EEP by EAZA), and there are some 
sites where it still appears to be relatively common. This presentation will cover the species’s status in the wild, current 
efforts to improve this, and recent positive actions taken by the Vietnamese government to protect Owston’s Civet. It will 
cover the considerable international support that the species already has, and the potential for recovering populations in 
Vietnam, including through reintroductions. There is significant potential to conserve this species, provided actions can be 
prioritised, and international commitment strengthened.  

Project Anoulak: Biodiversity Conservation in the Annamite 
Mountains of Laos 

Camille Coudrat Project Anoulak, Lao People’s Democratic Republic, Lao PDR

Since 2014, Project Anoulak has been developing and implementing in-situ conservation projects in 
Nakai-Nam Theun National Protected Area (NNT) in central-eastern Laos. NNT is recognized at the 
national, regional and global scale for its importance for biodiversity conservation. It falls in the heart of 
the Annamite Mountain Range: one of the richest regions of Southeast Asia in terms of biodiversity and 

endemism and is one of the identified ‘key biodiversity areas’ within the Indo-Burma biodiversity hotspot. Notably, NNT 
represents one of the best hope for the long-term national and/or global conservation of several species (e.g. large-ant-
lered muntjac, red-shanked douc, white-cheeked gibbon, saola etc.). Project Anoulak is involved in (1) capacity building of 
Lao nationals and local communities; (2) community awareness raising in villages’ schools, teacher trainings and produc-
tion of exclusive educational materials; (3) law enforcement with forest patrols implemented by trained villagers from the 
local community and (4) biodiversity research and monitoring programs including behavioural ecology of red-shanked 
douc Pygathrix nemaeus and white-cheeked gibbon Nomascus sp.; geographic distribution of white-cheeked gibbons 
(Nomascus siki/N. leucogenys); population monitoring and distribution of large-antlered muntjac Muntiacus vuquangen-
sis; surveys of otter species Lutrogale/Aonyx/Lutra; camera-trapping surveys for population monitoring of ground and 
arboreal species; environmental DNA surveys for species detection; collaboration with the Saola Working Group. We pre-
sent an overview of our activities and results over the past years and discuss future potential and aspiration of our project.
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Keynote: Halting the Decline of Amphibians at Their 
Northern Range Edge – A Challenge for Nature Conservation

Riinu Rannap 
Research fellow in conservation biology | University of Tartu, Estonia

Large losses in biodiversity are currently being documented around the world in almost all classes of 
animals. Among higher taxa, amphibian losses appear to be especially severe with 33% of the species 
being globally threatened and at least 43% experiencing some form of population decrease. Although 
the factors responsible for this decline are diverse, habitat loss and degradation commonly appear as two 

of the most critical elements that adversely impact amphibian populations. This is particularly evident in Europe, where 
the two factors have been found to be the principal drivers behind amphibian decline, an instructive example of which 
is provided by the decrease of amphibian populations in the Baltic states. Namely, despite the fact that the three Baltic 
countries have hitherto seemingly remained relatively natural with forest covers of 50% in Estonia and Latvia and 33% in 
Lithuania, large areas of naturally open sun exposed habitats, such as coastal and inland dunes with dune slacks, heaths, 
alvars, meadows, fens and mires, as well as turloughs and coastal lagoons, have vanished during the second half of the 
20th century due to afforestation, drainage, eutrophication or mismanagement. These habitats are vital for a variety of 
amphibian species (e.g. Bombina bombina, Hyla arborea, Bufo calamita, B. viridis, Pelobates fuscus, Triturus cristatus), most 
of which reside at their northern range edge in the Baltics. As a result of the extensive habitat loss, many of the once 
widespread and numerous Baltic amphibian species are presently under acute threat and often in severe decline. In order 
to secure the survival of small and isolated populations of these species, habitat restoration and maintenance have been 
implemented in all three Baltic states. In Estonia the main target species have been B. calamita, P. fuscus and T. cristatus. 
Habitat restoration measures that were applied for the three species resulted in immediate success for P. fuscus and 
T. cristatus, whereas the decline of B. calamita, a species with just 15 extant populations in Estonia, could not be halted. 
To save the species from disappearing, extensive conservation efforts were undertaken, which included the supportive 
rearing of tadpoles in combination with large-scale habitat restoration. Moreover, an ex-situ population of B. calamita 
was established in Copenhagen Zoo, representing the last Estonian coastal meadow population of this species. Owing to 
these efforts, 60% of all Estonian B. calamita populations are currently stable or increasing and 86% show annual breed-
ing success. This conservation victory thus provides an instructive example on how comprehensive and carefully planned 
conservation actions can stop or even reverse the decline of an endangered species.   

Bringing Back Rare Lithuanian Species: European Pond 
Turtle (Emys orbicularis) and Hermit Beetle (Osmoderma 
barnabita)

Dalia Bastytė, Lithuanian Fund for Nature 
Jonas Šimkus, Alma Pikūnienė, Kristina Guzaitienė, Lithuanian Zoological Garden 

Human influenced habitat destruction, alteration and fragmentation in many cases 
impedes population recovery in the habitat patches where the species once got extinct. 

Growing proportion of inhospitable landscape with uninhabited patches reinforced by other factors, such as climate 
change, inevitably results in weakened abilities not only for species recovery, but also survival. Especially vulnerable are 
sedentary species with specialised habitat demands. Here we present two cases of such species conservation where 
habitat restoration is complemented by headstarting of the species, which were implemented in LIFE Nature projects. 
European pond turtle (Emys orbicularis) was once common in Lithuania, but after land reclamation its viable populations 
remained only in the southern part of the country. Less than 30 populations remained, most of them had little more than 
10 individuals and were isolated, their habitats were continuously deteriorating, and juveniles were rarely ever observed. 
Habitat restoration started in 1999, continuing later with more experience and on the bigger scale. Collection of eggs from 
threatened nesting sites, hatching them and rearing the juveniles in captivity started in 2011 in the framework of LIFE 
project ECONAT. In the period from 2011 to 2013, 173 eggs of the European pond turtle were delivered to the Lithuanian 
Zoological Garden (16 clutches). 128 juveniles were released to the restored habitats in 2014 and 2015. Juvenile adjust-
ment to the natural environment visually was observed by staff of the protected areas, thoroughly it was investigated in 2 
locations by daily observations, weighing and mark-recapture. Headstarting of European pond turtle juveniles is contin-
ued every year afterwards. 
Hermit beetle (Osmoderma barnabita) is another specialised species with high habitat demands. As a sedentary species 
living in very specialised and nowadays rather vulnerable habitats, due to fragmentation of habitats is not always able to 
occupy more distant habitats, even though they are suitable for the species. Therefore, it is planned to develop a captive 
breeding methodology and ex situ population in Lithuanian Zoological Garden in the framework of LIFE project OSMO-
DERMA. The captive bred beetles will be translocated to the restored habitats, thus reviving not only extinct populations, 
but also connectivity between the populations. 

Population Trends and Abundance of Baltic Seal Species: 
Indicator-based Approach of Protection and Management of 
Populations 

Ivar Jüssi, Pro Mare, Estonia

This presentation evaluates the status of seal populations based on population trends and abundance of 
the three species of seals that occur in the Baltic Sea, based on core indicators. Good status is achieved 
for each species when the abundance of seals in each management unit is at least 10,000 individuals 
and the species-specific growth rate is achieved. Harbour seals in the southwestern Baltic and the Katte-

gat form a metapopulation, where subpopulations are genetically connected. The combined sizes of the subpopulations 
are here used to evaluate the Limit Reference level (LRL).
The status evaluation is presented separately for the three seal species. The grey seal population of the Baltic Sea is 
evaluated as a single unit, excluding Kattegat, where the indicator is not applicable. The status of ringed seals is evalu-
ated for two management units. The status of harbour seals is evaluated for three management units. The evaluation of 
abundance of seals is based on data from 2013-2016
The population trends and abundance of seals signal changes in the number of marine top predators in the Baltic Sea. 
Being top predators of the marine ecosystem, marine mammals are good indicators of the state of food webs, levels of 
hazardous substances and direct human disturbance. 
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Distributions of different species during feeding and annual migrations encompass the entire Baltic Sea.
Good status for the population trends and abundance of seals in the Baltic Sea is determined by comparing population 
data with threshold values that have been defined based on concepts developed for the conservation of seals, in particu-
lar the HELCOM Recommendation 27/28-2 ‘Conservation of seals in the Baltic Sea area’.

Conservation and Management of Large Carnivores in 
Estonia

Peep Männil, Estonian Environment Agency, Estonia

Estonia provides favourable living conditions for three species of large carnivores – Brown bear, Eurasian 
lynx and wolf. Although strictly protected at the EU level, all of them are game species by national legisla-
tion and viable well reproducing populations allow regular sustainable harvest.  Conservation and man-
agement of large carnivores is following principles and objectives established in national large carnivore 

management plans since 2002. Currently, the second 10-years management plan (for 2012-2021) is applied.  Following 
the management plan, the target population parameters are established as objectives: 15-25 annual reproductions of 
wolf, 100-130 reproductions of lynx and at least 60 reproductions of bear.  Monitoring of the populations is based on 
different methods like mapping of visual and track observations, snow tracking, camera trapping, telemetry and hunting 
bag analyse. Hunters are involved in monitoring activities through basic data collection. Data analysis and presentation 
of results are processed by Environment Agency which issues annual game status reports including proposed conserva-
tion measures and maximum allowed harvest quotas for large carnivores.  Damage compensation system and damage 
prevention subsidy schemes are established and implemented since 2008 and are processed by Environmental Board. 
The main compensation costs are related to wolf depredation on sheep (ca 100 000 €/year) and bear depredation on 
beehives (ca 50 000 €/year).    

Keynote: The Freshwater (Fish) Biodiversity Crisis - Where 
Are We and What Can Zoos and Aquaria Do?

Jörg Freyhof
Coordinator | IUCN SSC Freshwater Fish Red List Authority, Chair for North Africa, Europe and the Middle 
East IUCN SSC/WI Freshwater Fish Specialist Group, Germany

Freshwater ecosystems support over ten percent of the world’s known species, but cover less than one 
percent of its surface area. However, it is surprising that international efforts to conserve and support the 

sustainable use of freshwater species and ecosystems have little effect on the decline of freshwater ecosystems and their 
biodiversity.  So far freshwater species have declined twice as much as those in either marine or terrestrial ecosystems. 
Approximately one in three freshwater species is currently threatened with extinction and we discover almost each year, 
that additional species have gone extinct.
There is much room for Zoos and Aquaria to engage in freshwater species conservation. Taking fish as an example, some 
of extinct-in-the-wild species as well as some threatened species are kept ex-situ privately and keepers are often over-
whelmed. A dedicated and distributed ex-situ conservation network is much needed to keep at least the extinct-in-the-wild 
species and those at the very border of extinction and zoos could play a leading role in this regard. Furthermore, there are 
many, many potential conservation projects in the natural habitats of threatened species waiting for long term engage-
ments and many public aquaria and zoos fall short in committing to in-situ freshwater conservation. Awareness raising for 
freshwater biodiversity is a major issue and last but not least, we know pretty little about the distribution and diversity of 
freshwater fish and much needed field work is largely missing.

The Lake Sturgeon as a Bioindicator of Environmental 
Health 

Jeff Wyatt DVM, Seneca Park Zoo, Rochester, NY, USA
Dawn Dittman PhD, United States Geological Survey, Cortland, NY, USA

A zoo-based, local conservation success story heightens community awareness of the zoo’s role in saving 
native wildlife and habitat close to home. The Seneca Park Zoo, located on the banks of the Genesee 
River in Rochester, NY, joined federal partners in a campaign over the past fifteen years restoring the lake 

sturgeon, a contemporary of the dinosaur and native fish revered by our indigenous peoples. The lake sturgeon disap-
peared from the Genesee River due to over fishing, habitat loss and pollution all from the past two centuries of indus-
trialization and exploitation.  After fifteen years of industrial waste reduction, river & watershed remediation and habitat 
assessments, we launched an experiment to test the health of the river by reintroducing the lake sturgeon.  In 2003 and 
2004, we released 1,900 hatchery-reared sturgeon to determine if the river health improved to once again support this 
legendary, native fish. Morphometric data collected from our mark and recapture studies over the following ten years 
demonstrated that the sturgeon were growing at impressive rates from four inches to four feet matching healthy popula-
tions in unpolluted river systems.  With such positive bioindicators, we began exhibiting lake sturgeon fingerlings at the 
zoo conveying optimistic environmental health and fish restoration messaging.  We promote annual community events 
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inviting enthusiasts to join us releasing 1,000 sturgeon into the river totalling 5,000 recruits so far.  An EPA Great Lakes 
Restoration Initiative grant funded research where we compared blood levels of seven persistent chemical contami-
nants (PCBs, dioxins/furans, mirex, mercury, cadmium, silver and nickel) in our ten-year old sturgeon with age-matched 
controls from a regional, nonpolluted river.  Our ongoing morphometric and chemical contaminant blood testing results 
confirm good news that our city’s river is healing and supporting a thriving fish community. We invite Rochesterians to 
take ownership in the sturgeon success story and to join our program of “Sturgeon Stewards” protecting the vulnerable, 
five-foot-long fish as they spawn soon in the shallow waters of river habitat adjacent to the zoo. Our sturgeon restoration 
success underscores the zoo’s conservation leadership and renews community hope and pride in our healing watershed 
and aquatic ecosystem.  

Working Together - A New Fund for Freshwater Fish 
Gemma Goodman, Synchronicity Earth, United Kingdom

Freshwater ecosystems are one of the most threatened on earth and with that so are freshwater-
dependant species - 76% of freshwater vertebrate species have declined since 1970, 1 in 3 species are 
threatened; yet attention and conservation action is minimal. 
There are currently a number of new or upcoming initiatives trying to help fill the policy and data gaps 
surrounding freshwater. However, species conservation on-the-ground remains few and far between, 

often due to lack of funding.  
A new alliance is forming to try and tackle this – it will focus first and foremost on freshwater fishes, of which there are 
14,000 plus species. There are whole industries dedicated to freshwater fishes – angling, zoos and aquaria, fisheries and 
the ornamental trade, many of which have a concern with freshwater fishes beyond their own jurisdiction. Yet there is a 
lack of collaborative and coordinated effort to protect these species in-situ. 
It is this paradox, between the appeal of freshwater fish, their critical conservation status and the lack of collaborative op-
portunity which is the inspiration for a new initiative and an opportunity to make a difference. 
The new alliance will consist of organisations from across the non-profit and profit sectors and engage those with an in-
terest in freshwater fish in their conservation. We aim to build stable funds to support results-orientated projects on-the-
ground protecting freshwater fish species. We see this as not only about funding, but also an opportunity to engage the 
right set of actors that can help build capacity in-country to enable more actors to carry-out fish conservation projects. In 
order to do so effectively, the zoo and aquaria community will be key – working to conserve species ex-situ, helping to 
identify projects, helping to support the fund and helping to build capacity and skills in-country. 

Fish – Net Greece: Saving the Corfu Killifish

E. Kalogianni, A. Latsiou, Y. Kapakos, A. Andriopoulou, 
Hellenic Centre for Marine Research - Institute of Marine Biological Resources and Inland Waters, Greece
B. Zimmerman, Zoological Society of London, United Kingdom

Fish - Net Greece is a conservation/research project, implemented by the Zoological Society of London 
(ZSL) in collaboration with the– Institute of Marine Biological Resources and Inland Waters of the Hel-
lenic Centre for Marine Research (HCMR), aiming for the conservation and management of the Greek 
endemic species the Corfu killifish, Valencia letourneuxi and its recently described sister species Valencia 
robertae. The Corfu killifish is a critically endangered species, according to the IUCN, and it has been 
ranked recently among the 100 most endangered species in the world according to the 2012 IUCN SSC 
and ZSL report.

Actions completed by Fish - Net Greece included the nationwide assessment of the status of Valencia spp. populations, 
the study of the ecology, biology and diet of the species,  captive breeding and establishment of  stocks in Greece and the 
UK, pilot fish translocation actions and capacity building and public awareness in Greece and the UK. In 2005, a field sur-
vey was conducted in 14 aquatic systems (95 sites) in Western Greece that revealed the presence of the species in only 
10 locations, with the westernmost and southernmost populations being extinct or near extinction, with those remaining 
in a vulnerable state. A population genetic study revealed three different clusters that constitute separate conservation 
units (CUs). A Valencia letourneuxi stock was created at Kastoria Aquarium (Northern Greece) with partial success of 
captive breeding, while another Valencia stock was created at ZSL facilities in London with the captive breeding being 
successful and ongoing.
Two pilot fish translocation (reinforcement/assisted colonization) actions were conducted in 2016-2017 in Western 
Greece. The selection of the release sites included anthropogenic pressure identification, abiotic parameters measure-
ment, as well as benthic and ichthyological samplings. Criteria for the suitability of the candidate release sites were, 
among others, aquatic vegetation presence, water quality, and absence of alien species, based on which sites were 
scored. 
Future actions, planned within Fish-Net Greece, include a nationwide Valencia spp. population assessment follow-up to 
the 2005 survey, using established and innovative/less invasive methods, monitoring the translocation actions’ success 
and widening of the conservation efforts to include other Greek endangered species.
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Conservation through Action & Education: “Touch the Heart”
Wilton Nsimango, Painted Dog Conservation, Zimbabwe

Illegal poaching, loss of habitat, disease and –Painted Dog Conservation(PDC) is tackling all of these is-
sues and seeing real impact on the ground. 
However, what underpins all of this work is education and awareness raising – training conservationists, 
working with local communities so that they understand and value wildlife in general and painted dogs in 

particular, and raising international awareness of the threats facing the dogs today with the hope of reducing the negative 
impact of the aforementioned identified threats.
Our community outreach programs which include in-situ education (bushcamp), outreach education (conservation clubs), 
community nutrition gardens, health delivery improvement, infrastructure development, domestic dog vaccination all 
use specific interactive methods to inculcate positive attitude which in turn lead to behaviour change conducive to the 
co-existence of people and wildlife. 
Conservation and conflict will always be the order of the community livelihoods but with interventions, the level of 
human-wildlife conflict is abated to manageable levels. 
PDC provides leadership training courses for the local youth, internship for local university students doing both social and 
pure sciences, scholarships with the aim to create and mentor conservationists from the local community. It also engages 
in intensive monitoring of dogs in the protected area (Hwange National Park & Forestry estates) and their periphery. 
While our efforts on the ground in Hwange, Zimbabwe have produced encouraging results as observed by the increase 
in pack sizes and the reduced cases of poaching, we firmly believe that the root of the problem must also be tackled from 
the source to bring an end to the crisis. Together with the various partners and sponsors we are determined to look at all 
the possible means of reducing poaching, illegal consumption of bush meat, encroaching into protected areas to man-
ageable, and practicable levels. 

The Asian Species Action Partnership - 
Partnerships for Conservation 

Dr Sonja Luz, Wildlife Reserves Singapore
Nerissa Chao, ASAP Secretariat, Singapore
Danny de Man, EAZA Executive Office, The Netherlands 

The Asian Species Action Partnership (ASAP) is an IUCN SSC initiative aimed at reversing the declines 
of the most threatened land and freshwater vertebrates of Southeast Asia. It brings together organisa-

tions to focus attention on a region that, without more serious conservation intervention, will see the demise of much of 
its unique diversity. ASAP was created in response to alarming data which showed that Southeast Asia has by far the 
highest concentration of species on the brink of extinction of any region in the world. Presently, there are 175 species on 
The IUCN Red List of Threatened Species that meet all the four ASAP criteria for eligibility: (1) Critically Endangered (the 
most threatened Red List Category); (2) land or freshwater (3) vertebrates occurring regularly in (4) Southeast Asia. Birds 
have the largest number of ASAP species (53), followed by fish (48), mammals (40), reptiles (24) and amphibians (10). 
However, Red List assessments are still being completed in the region for the fishes, reptiles and amphibians, so these 
numbers are expected to increase. 

Since the last update at the 2016 EAZA Conservation Forum, substantial progress has been made with a robust 5-year 
strategic plan developed, new Governing Council and strengthened Secretariat hosted by Wildlife Reserves Singapore. 
Recognising that many ASAP species will require targeted and sustained ex situ engagement to prevent their extinctions, 
an Ex-Situ Working Group has been established co-chaired by EAZA and WRS. 
The aim of this presentation is to deliver a status update on the ASAP ex-situ working group as well as highlight other 
opportunities for Zoos to become more involved in supporting conservation efforts in Southeast Asia and form partner-
ships with ASAP. We feel supported that this presentation is timely, as a number of EAZA member zoos have encouraged 
ASAP and the EAZA executive office to share this information at the Forum in Tallinn.

Mitigating Threats to the Critically Endangered Javan Slow 
Loris by Outreach and Education

Anna Nekaris and Vincent Nijman, Little Fireface Project and Oxford Brookes University, 
United Kingdom

Conservationists recognise the urgency to increase the capacity of local people living beside threatened 
habitats through long-term, evaluated initiatives. These include the behavioural monitoring of wild animal 
populations, addressing their threats through monitoring illegal wildlife trade and through evaluated con-

servation education. Since 2012, we have monitored illegal wildlife markets, and since 2013, we implemented a children’s 
book we designed as part of a long-term conservation education programme with a focus on the Critically Endangered 
Javan slow loris (Nycticebus javanicus). We conducted weekly surveys of 15 markets on Java as normal visitors having 
discussions with vendors, and weekly online surveys with a focus on N. javanicus and other threatened endemic mam-
mals and birds. We developed a place-based conservation book to teach children about the important ecological role of 
slow lorises. We show a decline in slow lorises in wildlife markets; they have largely been replaced by civets (Paradoxurus, 
Paguma, Viverricula, Arctictis). Online trade has increased dramatically, with an average of 122 posts per month of slow 
lorises for sale, especially in Borneo, a market that had not previously been evident. In terms of the book, we used an 
ecophilic approach whereby children were taught positive messages about slow loris biology and ecology. Using cultural 
consensus techniques with minimal residuals factor analysis, we were able to demonstrate strong knowledge retention, 
as well as identifying 15 factors in 10 categories contributing to the domain ‘Slow Loris’, including a factor on legal issues 
that were not taught in class. Children wrote about wanting to protect slow lorises and expressed emotional should slow 
loris populations decline. Considering the importance of ecophilic messaging, we designed a social media campaign to 
bring positive messages to slow loris conservation to the wider public and present the results, with suggestions for future 
conservation campaigns. Overall, we advocate positive messaging to contribute to behavioural change in conservation 
programmes.
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Ape Reintroductions to Natural Habitats: Addressing 
Misconceptions through Methodology Development and 
Technical Advisory Resources
Julie Sherman, Kay H. Farmer, Wildlife Impact, United Kingdom
Elizabeth A. Williamson, Wildlife Impact/Faculty of Natural Sciences, University of Stirling, United Kingdom
Steve Unwin, Chester Zoo, United Kingdom
Sonya M. Kahlenberg, Gorilla Rehabilitation and Conservation Education Center, Democratic Republic Congo
Anne Russon, Psychology Deparment, Glendon College of York University, Canada
Susan M. Cheyne, Borneo Nature Foundation, IUCN SSC PSG Section on Small Apes
Tatyana Humle, Durrell Institute of Conservation and Ecology (DICE), School of Anthropology and Conservation, 
University of Kent, United Kingdom
Natalie Mylniczenko, Disney’s Animals, Science and Environment, United States
Elizabeth J. Macfie, IUCN SSC Primate Specialist Group Section on Great Apes
Serge Wich, Liverpool John Moores University, United Kingdom

Reintroduction of wild-born orphaned primates from temporary captive care into natural habitats is widely 
practiced for species recovery, but is rarely analyzed for its conservation impact or effectiveness. This is 
largely because tools such as IUCN reintroduction guidelines are misunderstood, ignored or misapplied. 
In particular, analysis of alternative activities for species conservation, including “no action” (no reintroduc-
tion), is underutilized. This paper presents a synopsis of issues and misconceptions encountered in ape 
reintroductions and translocations. It also presents an example of a Grauer’s gorilla (Gorilla beringei grau-

eri) reintroduction methodology that uses IUCN guidelines and other available tools and knowledge to assess potential 
impacts and effectiveness relative to the circumstances of the proposed release and to alternate conservation activities. 
Conservation NGO Wildlife Impact (WI) established an Ape Reintroduction Committee (ARC), composed of independent 
scientific advisors, to assist ape release practitioners and funders to interpret and implement IUCN guidelines, including 
feasibility assessments and alternative actions to enhance population viability. The Gorilla Rehabilitation and Conservation 
Education Center (GRACE) in Democratic Republic of Congo contracted WI in 2017 to develop a release methodology 
for its orphaned Grauer’s gorillas. The gorilla release methodology, created with input from the ARC and other experts 
working in the region, included advice on release candidate selection, social dynamics, disease risk, post-release monitor-
ing and consideration of alternative actions. These tools provide a basis for making objective decisions about the relative 
costs and benefits of reintroduction and alternative species conservation activities.

Save Our Scavengers: A Community Engagement Approach 
to Protect Botswana’s Vultures
Erin Stotz, Field Conservation Department, Denver Zoological Foundation, United States
Molly Malloy, Learning Experiences Department, Denver Zoological Foundation, United States
Kgomotso Mothibi, Thato Moeti, Community Engagement Team Kalahari Research and Conservation, Botswana 
Glyn Maude, Raptors Botswana, Botswana

Save Our Scavengers is a community engagement project to protect Botswana’s vultures. Vultures are 
nature’s most successful scavengers; they provide important ecological, economic, and cultural services 
– yet are declining at an alarming rate.
Botswana’s Kalahari Desert is a key habitat for Southern Africa’s five endangered vulture species. Den-
ver Zoo (DZ), Kalahari Research and Conservation (KRC), and Raptors Botswana (RB), non-profits based 
in Botswana, collaborate to advance vulture conservation in Botswana. Together they have 18 years of 

experience implementing wildlife conservation in Botswana using an approach that combines scientific research, conser-
vation education and biodiversity management. 
Save Our Scavengers helps realize the larger programmatic goal of viable vulture populations in the arid grasslands of 
the Kalahari by applying strategies to increase community knowledge of, positive attitudes towards and desirable actions 
for vultures. This new program builds on Denver Zoo’s highly successful Botswana Wild program, which AZA-Conserva-
tion Grant Fund supported in 2013, and recently in 2017. The community engagement program targets adults and youth 
in four communities surrounding Botswana’s Central Kalahari Game Reserve (CKGR) –the world’s second largest game 
reserve, with the goal to engage communities members to: 1) participate in hands-on vulture activities 2) visit a local vul-
ture restaurant to observe and interact with vultures in their natural ecosystem and 3) take action to help protect vultures 
in their communities.
Erin Stotz, the Community Conservation Manager in the Field Conservation at Denver Zoo would be grateful for an op-
portunity to share this successful community engagement program with the larger conservation community – highlight-
ing the program strategy, challenges and success.
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The Human Dimension: The Importance of Anthropology in 
Reintroduction Programmes

Sian Waters, 
Department of Anthropology, Durham University, United Kingdom
Clio Smeeton and Kenneth Weagle, 
Cochrane Ecological Institute, Canada

Successful reintroductions can often depend on the tolerance and acceptance of local human popula-
tions. How people react to wildlife is, in many cases, particular to a place and developed and maintained by complex 
social, cultural, historical and political issues. Even when reintroductions are biologically successful, these issues may re-
sult in unforeseen consequences for the animals and people involved. We use two case studies of biologically successful 
reintroductions to demonstrate the importance of the human dimension in reintroduction programme planning. Our first 
case study is the reintroduction of the swift fox (Vulpes velox), a small canid native to tall grass prairie. Captive bred swift 
fox from Canada were requested by the Blackfeet Tribe which wished to reintroduce the species due to its iconic status 
in the Blackfeet’s belief system as well as for ecological reasons. We describe how this belief system influenced how we 
conducted the scientific aspect of this successful reintroduction. In our second case study, Barbary macaques (Macaca 
sylvanus) from two semi-captive European facilities in France and Germany were reintroduced in Morocco to a number 
of sites in the country with no prior consultation with local people. The macaque populations became established but 
the species’ negative status in Moroccan culture, its crop foraging behaviour and its proximity to tourists has led to illegal 
killing and trade in macaque infants as pets, endangering the wild population’s long-term future. Both of these reintroduc-
tions demonstrate the importance of considering a reintroductions site’s environmental history, political ecology, and local 
people’s social and cultural systems in species’ restoration strategies.

Bringing Beavers Back to Scotland - The Next Steps!
Ben Harrower and Helen Senn, 
Scottish Beaver Trial, Royal Zoological Society of Scotland, United Kingdom

Beavers were driven to extinction in Britain in the 1600s due to heavy persecution for fur and castoreum. 
The Scottish Beaver Trial which ran from 2009 to 2014, was the first time in the UK when a mammal 
was officially reintroduced as part of a scientific trial. After conclusion and review of the trial, in November 

2016, the Scottish environment minister stated that she “was minded making the Eurasian beaver a native species once 
again in Scotland after a 400-year absence”. This signalled the start of full scale-reintroduction. However, a fragmented 
population now exists across Scotland and the challenge for the conservation community is to secure a viable population 
for the long-term. The original trial population, in the west of Scotland, is small and requires supplementation. There is 
also a larger population in the east which originated from accidental/illegal releases during the time of the trial. How do 
we decide what management strategy to follow in the future? And how do we define success? Here we summarise the 
successes and challenges of bringing beavers back to Scotland and the plan for development of the population at the trial 
site going forward.

A Bridge for The Ural Owl: Connecting Populations for a 
Better Survival

Wiebke Hoffmann, Vienna Zoo, Austria
Richard Zink, Research Institute of Wildlife Ecology, Department of Integrative Biology and Evolution, 
University of Veterinary Medicine, Vienna, Austria

The Ural Owl (Strix uralensis) is the biggest forest living owl in Central Europe. About 100 years ago it 
inhabited the old mixed woodlands in Austria. However, in the middle of the 20th century it went extinct 

in this region. The reasons for this are assumed to be strong persecution and a declining number of nesting possibilities 
due to intensification of forestry.
Since especially steep mountain forests have been managed towards serving as protection forests and new protected 
areas have been developed, a reintroduction project could start in Austria in 2007. Goal of this project, under the lead 
of biologist Richard Zink, is to build a link between the still occurring populations in the south (Slovenia, Italy) and north 
(Germany, Czech Republic) of Austria. Via the establishment of a new population stronghold in Austria and due to re-
established gene flow between the populations, the Ural Owl again has a good opportunity of a long-term survival.
2009, youngsters that were born in zoos and breeding stations were released for the very first time in the Biosphere 
Reserve Wienerwald and in the Wilderness Area Dürrenstein. Since then, almost 300 birds have been returning in their 
natural habitats. With great success: They had more than 115 fledglings in the wild until the end of 2017.
Vienna Zoo supports this project by providing fledglings regularly and public relation work. The Austrian Zoo Organisa-
tion (OZO), with Vienna Zoo as a member, has been supporting the monitoring and identification of free-ranging Ural 
Owls since 2012.

Comeback of the European Bison in the Southern 
Carpathians, Romania

Mariana Druga, WWF (Word Wide Fund for Nature) Romania

WWF Romania and Rewilding Europe are working to create a sustainable development model in the 
Southern Carpathians by valuing the largest wilderness area in Europe. An integral part of our approach 
is the largest bison reintroduction plan in Europe that is taking place in the Tarcu Mountains, where the 
European bison has been extinct for more than 200 years.

The European bison is an umbrella species, playing a key role in maintaining ecological processes specific to wilderness 
areas. It is a species that, if successfully reintroduced and its habitat effectively preserved across the entire Carpathian 
mountain range, will help maintain ecological corridors on a large scale, allowing natural processes to occur, from which 
numerous other species will benefit.
We have prepared a 10-year Bison Reintroduction Plan, with the ambitious aim of establishing a metapopulation of 500 
free-roaming bison in the Southern Carpathians. The long-term goal (i.e., 25 years) is to reach a meta-population of 
1.000 bison, which will become the biggest free-roaming European bison population in Europe.
A national Bison Reintroduction Programme creates also a unique opportunity for wildlife comeback and local community 
development based on eco-tourism and other nature-friendly enterprises, research and education.
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Keynote: Rewilding: A Future Direction for Zoo 
Conservation?

Paul Jepson, Member supervisory board Rewilding Europe, United Kingdom

Rewilding is a concept that is attracting a lot of attention in both the conservation world and mainstream 
media. In Europe it embodies advances in inter-disciplinary conservation science interacting with pioneer 
projects.  As a new conservation approach it inspires and unsettles and, perhaps unsurprisingly, it has 
become the topic of an active public and scientific debate concerning definitions, ethics, purpose and the 

risks associated with introducing a new conservation paradigm. . Whatever your views on rewilding, it  is real and hap-
pening and  likely to have a significant influence on future conservation science, policy and practice.  A question for the 
zoo community is to what extent should zoo-conservation engage with rewilding agendas? 
In this session, Paul Jepson, our keynote speaker, will present the scientific concepts and principles that guide rewilding 
in practice. Drawing in examples from around the world, he will introduce different versions of rewilding, position rewild-
ing in relation to the wider restoration agenda and consider some of the criticism and controversies surrounding rewild-
ing. To promote discussion and reflection he will then present some ideas on how zoos could engage more actively with 
rewilding and the restoration of functional dynamics in European ecosystems. Specifically he will introduce the emerging 
concept of the ‘kept wild’ and suggest that zoos have the potential to make a significant contribution to these new cat-
egory of wildlife – the is neither domestic nor truly wild. After all zoos have advanced expertise in the management and 
reintroduction of species and in engaging publics in new conservation agendas. There will be time for an extended Q&A 
and debate, where we will pose a number of questions will help identify priority areas for zoos in the future.

LIFE Programme - EU’s Financial Instrument Supporting 
Environmental, Nature Conservation and Climate Action 
Projects throughout the EU
Anita Fassio, LIFE Unit, Executive Agency for Small and Medium-sized Enterprises (EASME), 
European Commission, Belgium

LIFE is the EU’s financial instrument supporting environmental, nature conservation and climate action projects through-
out the EU. Since 1992, LIFE has co-financed more than 4500 projects. For the 2014-2020 funding period, LIFE will con-
tribute approximately €3.4 billion to the protection of the environment and climate. The Programme can be considered a 
very good co-funding opportunity for zoological institutions with conservation objectives. The Call 2018 and its novelties 
will also be briefly presented.

LIFE Programme: A Funding Tool to Implement 
Conservation Activities in Europe
Claudia Gili and Bruna Valettini, Acquario di Genova, Italy

 The European Union provides two different main funding opportunities: 
•	 Direct	funds:	these	are	managed	by	European	institutions	and	include	grants	and	
 contracts presented in call for proposal and call for tender respectively. 
•	 Indirect	funds:	these	are	managed	by	national	and	regional	authorities	and	
 represent European Structural and Investment Funds.

LIFE programme is a EU’s direct fund created to address environmental and climate immediate actions. LIFE program be-
gan in 1992 and until now has co-financed almost 4000 projects with approximately €3.1 billion. Its general objective is 
to co-finance projects that contribute to develop conservation projects, implement concrete actions and update environ-
mental and climate governance policies and legislation.
A discrete number of zoological institutions have identified this co-funding opportunity and engaged in partnerships 
designed to develop conservation projects financed by LIFE program. Costa Edutainment, the management company of 
Acquario di Genova and other aquaria in Italy, has participated to 5 LIFE projects and for two of these has been identified 
as Coordinating beneficiary. These projects included national and international partnership and aimed to develop active in 
situ conservation of aquatic species. Acquario di Genova has an important outreach towards the general public, numer-
ous institutions and Italian citizen in general, so these projects have also been a great opportunity to implement commu-
nication strategies to increase public awareness and to stimulate behavioural changes targeting specific issues in need of 
immediate attention. 
The procedure and strategy for LIFE submission is quite labour intensive and dedicated resources are required in order to 
complete the application; these steps have been reviewed to become recently more accessible. 
The presentation will identify the pros and cons of LIFE program participation for a zoological institution.  Details of the 
partnership identification and creation, submission strategies and project management will be provided, by sharing the 
relevant experiences and previous opportunities. It will also highlight the possibility for new joint ventures among Europe-
an zoological institutions, which might be already involved in conservation projects and, therefore, interested in this type 
of financial tool to achieve their goals. 

Wild Forest Reindeer Returns to Its Historical Range - Soft 
Releases as the First Step

Milla Niemi and Sakari Mykrä, Wildlife Service Finland, Finland

The Finnish wild forest reindeer (WFR) (Rangifer tarandus fennicus) occurred throughout Finland in the 
17th century, but was hunted to nationwide extinction till the 1920s. The subspecies remained in Russia 
and started to recover in the 1950s. 
Nowadays, about 2000 WFR live in three areas; the original subpopulation lives in the NW, whereas two 

occurring in central Finland originate from reintroductions made in the 1980s and 90s. The original population has been 
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Conservation Achievement Score Project
Gregory Vogt, Conservation Guardians, South Africa

The Conservation Achievement Score project aims to develop an accreditation value or the grading of a 
protected area’s (PA’s) or private protected area’s (PPA’s) conservation achievement.
This project promotes the link in the conservation chain between Zoological Gardens and PA’s and PPA’s, 
in accordance with the objectives of the Convention on Biological Diversity. The EU Zoo’s directive 

(1999/22) highlights that, “long-term partnering related to protected areas in need of support is one of the most benefi-
cial conservation strategies”. 
There is an assumption that ecologists managing PA’s and PPA’s in southern Africa manage these PA’s and PPA’s for 
biodiversity, but it is becoming increasingly evident that the local management of PA’s and PPA’s is being influenced by 
the public, or globally positioned tourism demand. The sustainability of PA’s and PPA’s is driven predominantly through 
tourism investment. 
So do we manage these conservation areas for biodiversity or the tourist? 
The purpose of this accreditation is to channel valuable tourism investment (demand) to places with high conservation 
integrity and achievement, by providing the tourist and travel trade with a conservation achievement accreditation score. 
In turn, a conservation conscious public will positively influence conservation efforts that will certainly result in higher 
conservation achievement within PA’s and PPA’s. 
The Conservation Achievement Score methodology is being developed in collaboration with Padova University (Italy) in 
an effort to enhance conservation efforts within these places. This scientific score will be applied to document all PA’s and 
PPA’s and their conservation achievement. 

This three-year project will be conducted in three phases:
•	 Phase	1:	Develop	the	conservation	achievement	score	methodology	and	database	(fields),	in	the	first	year.
•	 Phase	2:	Apply	the	methodology	to	derive	a	conservation	achievement	score	of	these	places	in	the	2nd	year.
•	 Phase	3:	In	year	three	we	communicate	these	scores	to	the	travel	trade	and	to	tourists

At the end of phase 3 the conservation achievement score will enable the tourist or travel trade to make informed choices 
when designing their itineraries AND WILL. The score could also encourage PA’s and PPA’s to manage these areas FOR 
REAL CONSERVATION.

declining recently, mostly because of poor breeding success following excessive predation. The total world population of 
ssp. fennicus in Finland and Russia is together about 4000 individuals. 
In 2016, Finland and the EU started a seven-year LIFE-project, which tackles the WFR conservation from various angles. 
One of the core actions is a new reintroduction into two Natura 2000 areas in the subspecies’ historical range in western 
Finland. This will be carried out through captive breeding and soft releases. 
Enclosures were constructed into two National Parks in 2017 and they now host 13 individuals. These founders were both 
from ex situ population and from the wild. Further founders will be introduced in the coming years, and the offspring will 
be released directly from the enclosures at the age of 16-20 months in 2019-2021.
To avoid overgrazing in the enclosures, the breeding stocks are fed with commercial fodder, leaf bundles and lichen. The 
project personnel visits enclosures almost daily, but the basic idea is that animals will not get used to people too much to 
help their later adaptation in the wild. 
The short-term objective is that after the captive breeding and releases between 2017 and 2021, about 30-40 WFR will 
be living near both enclosures, and that both of these populations are steadily growing.

LIFE+ Northern Bald Ibis: Reintroduction of a Migratory Bird 
Species in Europe

Johannes Fritz, Waldrappteam, LIFE+ Northern Bald Ibis, Austria
Wiebke Hoffmann, Vienna Zoo, Austria
Markus Unsoeld, Zoological State Collection Munich, Germany

The European LIFE+ project aims to reintroduce the continentally extinct, critically en-
dangered Northern Bald Ibis (NBI, Geronticus eremita) to Central and Southern Europe, in 

line with the IUCN reintroduction guidelines and according to an international action plan for the species. The implemen-
tation takes place in close collaboration with European zoos, like Zoo Vienna as one of the LIFE+ Associated Beneficiaries, 
and zoo associations. For the first time, a completely new migration tradition of a migratory bird species is going to be 
established. The six-year LIFE+ project is based on a 13-year feasibility study, where key methods have been developed, 
in particular the human-led migration journey with human-imprinted juveniles. The whole release population, which cur-
rently consists of more than 80 individuals, is equipped with GPS-tags. We present quantitative data on current status 
and the prospects for the population, as well as a comparison with the ongoing establishment of a sedentary NBI popula-
tion in Spain. 
Along with the NBI reintroduction, an extensive campaign on illegal hunting in Italy with the NBI as a flagship species is 
implemented. Bio-logging of the whole NBI population allows to quantify this environmental crime. Such hard-facts are 
of high value to alert stakeholders and the public and to apply pressure on the hunters and hunting associations. After 
mid-term of the six-year LIFE project, there are indications that the campaign causes a decrease of the number of losses 
due to illegal hunting. We now develop an Instant Alarm System, which aims for a significantly increased probability to 
identify the offender in case of an accident. 
The human-led migration is also an exclusive opportunity for studies on bird flight and bird migration. Studies focused on 
the physiology and energetics of migration flights as well as on the function of formation flight. A currently ongoing re-
search project aims to measure the aerodynamic advantage of formation flight and to investigate the proximate mecha-
nisms that enable this kind of cooperation. The results of the scientific studies also serve to optimize the reintroduction 
methods. 
The project is implemented with 50 % contribution of the LIFE financial instrument of the European Union (LIFE+12-BIO_
AT_000143, LIFE Northern Bald Ibis).
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Connecting Kids and Their Families to Nature Worldwide – 
Experiences from the WAZA Nature Connect Program

Stephanie Sanderson, World Association of Zoos and Aquariums, United Kingdom

The WAZA Nature Connect program is part of WAZA’s conservation portfolio focusing on community 
conservation. It aims to inspire kids and their families to feel connected to nature, develop the habit of 
spending time in nature and to integrate actions in support of the natural world into their daily lives. The 
WAZA Nature Connect program has two components:

The WAZA Nature Connect Grant program provides funding of USD $5’000-$15’000 to WAZA member zoos and re-
gional associations (220 eligible members with global distribution) to provide a series of immersive, facilitated nature ex-
periences for kids and their families which also encourage and support them in taking conservation action. This program 
is a collaboration with the Disney Conservation Fund ($700’000 USD donated to date) and the International Zoo Educa-
tors Association whose board members contribute to the applications review panel and provide expertise and advice to 
the program. Projects range from practical field conservation to citizen science initiatives and nature clubs for zoo visitors. 
From the perspective of a funder and program manager, we will discuss challenges associated with engaging zoos and 
aquariums in applying for external grants, accommodating different cultural perspectives and national differences. We will 
provide examples illustrating how dialogue between the funder and grant recipient can positively impact project quality 
and impact and share some inspiring stories from our grant recipients.
The WAZA Nature Connect Research program runs in parallel to the grant program, providing evaluation tools to grant 
recipients and also collating data worldwide on how individuals value nature how they can contribute to nature conserva-
tion in their daily lives. We will examine both the impact of the WAZA Nature Connect Grant funded interventions and 
global trends. WAZA is a Convention on Biological Diversity Biodiversity Indicators Partnership member and this research 
project will form part of the monitoring progress towards achieving Achi Target 1:  By 2020, at the latest, people are 
aware of the values of biodiversity and the steps they can take to conserve and use it sustainably.

Zoos Contribution to In-Situ Conservation of Latin 
American Aquatic Mammals

Lorenzo von Fersen, Zoo Nuremberg and YAQU PACHA, Germany

As institution with a long tradition in keeping aquatic mammals Zoo Nuremberg began in 1992 their ac-
tive participation in aquatic mammal conservation in Latin America. With the establishment of the NGO 
YAQU PACHA, Zoo Nuremberg started being an active conservation protagonist centring their strategy 
on three pillars: research, environmental education and species/habitat protection. These days YAQU 

PACHA´s receive the support of many European Zoos showing all together a strong commitment to in-situ conserva-
tion. YAQU PACHA´s leading role in finding suitable projects and the strong will of Zoos in providing financial aid can be 
regarded as an interesting model of how Zoos and NGO´s can cooperate. During the talk some key projects will be pre-
sented and it will be shown how Zoos can profit from this cooperative conservation initiative.

Oceanário de Lisboa Support to In-Situ Conservation 
Projects

Nuno Vasco Rodrigues and Núria Baylina, Oceanário de Lisboa, Portugal

In line with its vision where ‘“Ocean conservation is a responsibility shared by all”, Oceanário de Lisboa 
has provided support for in situ conservation projects since 2007. Oceanário’s strategy focused on fund-
ing projects developed by partner institutions (Universities and NGOs) with seed money, thus increas-
ing matching funding from other entities. This has allowed supporting a larger number of projects and 

simultaneously develop strong partnerships with various high standard institutions. In 2015, Oceanário’s privatization and 
revised strategy led to progressive investments in conservation work and a considerable increase in funding opportuni-
ties available. In this presentation, we will explain in detail the past, present and future of conservation work promoted by 
Oceanário de Lisboa. We will also present one of most successful conservation projects supported by this institution, “Sea 
turtles conservation in São Tomé”, and the strategies, achievements and challenges related to establishing a conservation 
project in a remote and relatively isolated region of Africa.

Financing a Grassroots Conservation Programme: Hutan’s 
20 Years’ Experience of Fundraising Challenges, Ethics and 
Dilemmas

Isabelle Lackman, Hutan, Malaysia

Hutan is a wildlife conservation organisation based in the Kinabatangan floodplain in Sabah, Malaysian 
Borneo. Established in 1998, our programme now employs more than 50 persons from the local native 
community to conduct a wide range of activities including ecological research, human-wildlife conflict 
mitigation, anti-poaching patrols, reforestation, environmental education, community outreach and policy 
work.

Securing sufficient funds to develop and sustain programme activities year after year represents one of our toughest 
challenges. Over the past 20 years, we obtained grants and donations from a broad array of sources, including interna-
tional foundations, governments, zoos, companies and philanthropists, many of which were one-time donors. Remark-
ably, zoos have been among our most loyal supporters with long-term partnerships based on trust and accountability, 
sometimes spanning two decades, and extending to technical support, staff training, and on-site volunteer work by zoo 
personnel.
Establishing a sound programme funding strategy raises challenging dilemmas to maximise the impact of donors’ 
funds.  For instance, should we invest our efforts in obtaining a large high-maintenance grant requiring disproportionate 
overheads for external consultants, or favour multiple smaller grants with 100% of the funds spent in the field but each 
requiring different application/reporting formats and schedules? How should we prioritise available funds when they are 
not sufficient to cover the entire programme costs, or when funding streams do not align with programme needs? 
Thorny ethical dilemmas also arise on potential conflicts of interests, for example when a company responsible for some 
form of environmental degradation offers CSR funding with the stated goal of contributing to a sustainable solution. 
These financing challenges can become overly taxing for a grassroots conservation programme with no professional 
fundraising team and emphasise the need to explore innovative funding mechanisms.
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Investing in People, Protecting Snow Leopards: 
Community-Based Conservation in Asia’s Mountains 

Matt Fiechter, Marissa Niranjan, Charudutt Mishra, 
Snow Leopard Trust, United States

Human-wildlife conflict is one of the main threats faced by large carnivores. In the case of the snow leop-
ard, a recent report has found that retaliation killings after attacks on livestock accounts for more than 
half of all known cases of snow leopard poaching.  To prevent such conflicts, investments are needed in 
rural mountain communities across Central Asia. The Snow Leopard Trust and its partners have devel-

oped a set of targeted interventions aimed at helping such communities coexist with the snow leopard and improving at-
titudes toward the cat. They include community-run livestock insurance funds and livestock vaccination programs. These 
interventions are designed to function on the basis of sustainable seed investments, rather than perpetual expenditures. 
In the Snow Leopard Trust’s Livestock Insurance Program, after terms have been agreed upon with a partner community, 
we provide initial seed funding to build up community insurance corpus. From the very early stages, however, community 
members contribute premiums. These are small in the first year, but then increase step-by-step, while the annual finan-
cial input from the Snow Leopard Trust decreases. By year four, most community-run livestock insurance funds become 
self-sustaining, and we only intervene with additional investments in the case of extreme loss events such as droughts 
or epidemics. The Livestock Vaccination Program, in which local herders are trained to vaccinate livestock to help reduce 
mortality, operates under a similar mechanism. In the first year, we provide the entire cost of vaccines, while participants 
contribute into a central fund for future vaccines. Over time, the financial contribution from the community increases, and 
after four years, the full cost of vaccines and vaccination is borne by the participants. In both programs, we train local peo-
ple to manage and run them. For Livestock Insurance, training is provided to local coordinators who administer funds and 
process insurance claims in cooperation with a village committee. In the Vaccination Program, local people, in particular 
women, are trained in animal husbandry and vaccination, ensuring that the community gains the skills to continue oper-
ating the program in the future, with minimal intervention from conservation agencies.
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with global species prioritization schemes

Ethics and inclusive conservation: a bottom-up 
approach to promoting conservation for 
Testudines in Italy

ARTIS Amsterdam Royal Zoo supports the 
reintroduction of the Polynesian tree snails

Big cats in the International Trade -  assessing the 
role of zoos and aquariums

Saving the last known stronghold of the 
Noble chafer in Denmark

Reintroduction of natterjack toads in Denmark

Fundraising for species protection by volunteers at 
Tallinn Zoo

“Who’s afraid of the big bad wolf?”

Promoting local biodiversity and human livelihoods 
by implementing a One Conservation framework 
through a gorilla conservation NGO in Gabon, central 
Africa   

Bearcat Study Program at Palawan Island

International Congress of Zookeepers supporting 
keepers doing conservation work

Supporting invertebrate conservation in Scotland

‘Developing interdisciplinary approaches to 
saving the Sulawesi crested black macaque 
(Macaca nigra)

Help us plant biodiversity corridors to save golden 
lion tamarins from extinction!

Into the Heart of Borneo: Exploring Sarawak’s Last 
Frontier

Island restoration and reintroduction

Reaching beyond the objectives of a dorcas 
gazelle reintroduction project    

Zoo’s role in the WildForestReindeer (LIFE) 

Conservation through sustainable development

The great bear rescue campaign in Armenia

Hunters as Conservationists: Engaging with 
Hunting Associations in North Morocco.

Author(s) Author(s)

Francesca Bandoli1, Enea Silvio Rabazzi2, 
Elena Fumagalli3, Veronica Carretta4, 
Eleonora Angelini1

Damber Bista and Angela Glatston

Josia Razafindramanana1, Herisitraka Ratsara-
laza1, Rado Rakotondrabe1, Delphine Roullet2

Emma Nygren and David Barclay

Csaba Domokos

Jeanette Hedeager 1,2, A. Rita Silva 1, 2, Kim 
Simonsen3, & Dalia A. Conde 1, 2

Linda Ferrante1, Simona Normando1, 
Daniela Florio2, Barbara de Mori1

C Willard1, C Vermeulen1, 
P Pearce-Kelly2, T Coote 3

Cecilie Hee Frederiksen1, Johanna Staerk1,2, 
A. Rita Silva1,2, Lionel Jouvet1,2, 
Chris Shepherd and Dalia A. Conde1,2

Eddie Bach

Lene Rasmussen

Leana Jalukse, Tiit Maran, Signe Kalgan

Katia Dell’Aira, Marta Tezza, Cristina Belloni, 
Elisa Bertoncelli

Nicholas Bachand

Pauline Kayser

Raúl Cabrera

Gill Murray-Dickson, Ben Harrower, Helen Senn

Harry Hilser 1,2 and Andrew E. Bowkett3

Luis Paulo Ferraz1, Carlos Alvarenga Junior1 and 
James M. Dietz 1,2

Boyd Simpson1, Carl Traeholt1 and Ahmad 
Ampeng2

Hywel Glyn Young

Hugo Fernández-Bellon1, Conrad Enseñat1, 
Mar Cano2†, Teresa Abáigar2    

Hanna-Maija Lahtinen   

Natalia Casado Bolanos 

Vicky Mkrtchyan

Lucy Radford1,2, Sian Waters1,2 and 
Ahmed El Harrad1,2

Organisation(s) Organisation(s)

1 Giardino Zoologico di Pistoia Srl (Italy), 
2 Università degli Studi di Firenze (Italy), 
3 Università degli Studi di Torino (Italy),
4 Università degli Studi di Parma (Italy)

Red Panda Network (Nepal)

1 Sifaka Conservation, Impact Madagascar 
(Madagascar), 2 Helpsimus (France)

Nordens Ark (Sweden), Royal Zoological 
Society of Scotland (United Kingdom)

Milvus Group - Bird and Nature Protection 
Association (Romania)

1 Department of Biology, University of 
Southern Denmark (Denmark), 
2 Species360 (Denmark), 3 Givskud Zoo 
(Denmark)

1 Department of Comparative Biomedicine 
and Food Science, University of Padova 
(Italy)
2 Department of Veterinary Medical 
Sciences, Alma Mater Studiorum, 
University of Bologna (Italy)

1ARTIS Amsterdam Royal Zoo 
(The Netherlands)
2Invertebrates and Research Department, 
Zoological Society of London 
(United Kingdom) 
3Partulid Global Species Management 
Programme (PGSMP) (Tahiti)

1 University of Southern Denmark 
(Denmark), 
2 Species 360 (Denmark)

Copenhagen Zoo (Denmark)

Copenhagen Zoo (Denmark)

Tallinn Zoo (Estonia)

Parco Natura Viva – Garda Zoological Park 
(Italy)

Fernan-Vaz Gorilla Project (Gabon)

Arctictis Binturong Conservation – 
ABConservation (France)

Barcelona Zoo/ International Congress of 
Zookeepers (Spain)

Royal Zoological Society of Scotland 
(United Kingdom)

1 Selamatkan Yaki Foundation (Indonesia)
2 University of Exeter (United Kingdom)
3 Whitley Wildlife Conservation Trust, 
Paignton Zoo (United Kingdom)

1 Associacao Mico-Leao-Dourado (Brazil)
2 Save the Golden Lion Tamarin 
(United States)

1 Copenhagen Zoo (Denmark) (Southeast 
Asia Conservation Programme)
2 Sarawak Forest Department (Malaysia)

Durrell Wildlife Conservation Trust (United 
Kingdom)

1 Parc Zoològic de Barcelona (Spain)
2 Estación Experimental de Zonas Áridas, 
CSIC (Spain)

Helsinki Zoo (Finland)

Tacugama Chimpanzee Sanctuary (Sierra 
Leone)

Yerevan Zoo (Armenia)

1Association for Moroccan Wildlife 
Conservation (Morocco)
2Barbary Macaque Awareness and 
Conservation (UK and Morocco)
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Marketplace 
Anoulak
Represented by Camille Coudrat

Nakai District, Khammouan Province, Lao PDR 
Phone +856 20 5546 6843
E-mail address camillecoudrat@gmail.com

Helpsimus
Represented by Delphine Roullet

24 rue Archereau, Bât B App 157, 75019 Paris, France
Phone +33 67 784 9559
E-mail address droullet.primatologue@gmail.com

LIFE+ Programme
Represented by Lucie Trokanova

NEEMO EEIG, 260, Chaussée Saint-Pierre, 
1040 Brussels, Belgium
Phone: +32 2 736 5643
E-mail address lucie.trokanova@neemo.eu

Painted Dog Conservation
Represented by Ron van der A

Terwindtplein 3, 2807 RP Gouda, Netherlands
Phone +31 18 251 6627
E-mail address rgvda@outlook.com 
Wilton Nsimango
Box 72, Dete, Zimbabwe
Phone +263 77 246 5552
E-mail address wilton@painteddog.org

Save the Golden Lion Tamarin
Represented by James Dietz

1044 Hepner Rd. Mount Jackson, Virginia 22842, USA
E-mail address jmdietz@umd.edu
Lou Ann Dietz
E-mail address louann.dietz2@gmail.com

Snow Leopard Trust
Represented by Matthias Fiechter

4649 Sunnyside Ave N, Suite 325, Seattle WA 98103, USA
Phone +46 70 349 9810
E-mail address matthias@snowleopard.org

Species Conservation Boutique 
Represented by Signe Kalgan

Tallinn Zoo, Ehitajate tee 150, 13522 Tallinn, Estonia
E-mail address signe.kalgan@tallinnzoo.ee

Wednesday 23 May, 16.25 – 17.30
 

Securing Livelihoods,
Saving Snow Leopards: 
Snow Leopard Trust’s Livestock 
Insurance Program

Matt Fiechter
Snow Leopard Trust
(10 minutes) 

Engaging the World’s 
Zoos to Save the Saola
(Pseudoryx nghetinhensis)
Bill Robichaud
IUCN SSC Saola Working Group
(5 minutes) 

2017: Year of the 
Golden Lion Tamarin
James Dietz
Save the Golden Lion Tamarin
(3 minutes) 

Conservation Movies 

During this edition of the EAZA Conservation Forum we will be showing 
four different conservation movies in the Auditorium: 

Thursday 24 May, 17.45 – 18.45

Durrell’s Hogs 
Andrew Terry on behalf of Daniel Craven

Durrell Wildlife 
Conservation Trust (UK) 
(45 minutes) 

The movies will be briefly introduced by 
a representative of organisations submitting them, 
who are also available for any questions afterwards.
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Carl Traeholt

Copenhagen Zoo
Roskildevej 38, 2000 Frederiksberg, Denmark
ctraeholt@gmail.com

Cecilie Hee Frederiksen
Student

Species360, University of Southern Denmark
Østre Stationsvej 4, 4.th, 5000 Odense C, Denmark
+45 4145 2679
cefre13@student.sdu.dk

Jeanette Hedeager
Master Student

Species360, University of Southern Denmark
Rødegårdsvej 261, 1 tv, 5230 Odense M, Denmark
+45 2251 5469
nette.hedeager@gmail.com

Line Lindholm Sørensen
Biology Student

University of Southern Denmark, SDU
Nansensgade 23, ST TH, Denmark
+45 6170 9231
linso15@student.sdu.dk

Estonia
Peep Männil
Chief Specialist

Estonian Environment Agency 
Mustamäe tee 33, 10616 Tallinn, Estonia
+372 513 4898
peep.mannil@envir.ee

Ivar Jüssi
Marine Biologist

Pro Mare NGO
Saula village, Kose parish, 75117 Harjumaa, Estonia 
+372 5330 2758
ivar@promare.ee

Tiit Maran
Director

Tallinn Zoo
Ehitajate tee 150/Paldiski mnt 145, 
13522 Tallinn, Estonia
tiit.maran@tallinzoo.ee

Riinu Rannap 
Research Fellow in Conservation Biology

University of Tartu, Institute of Ecology and Earth Sciences
Vanemuise 46, 51014 Tartu, Estonia
+372 523 2732
riinu.rannap@ut.ee

Australia
Richard Roswell
Team Leader Zoo

Rockhampton Zoo
100 Spencer street, The Range Queensland, 4700 Australia
richard.roswell@rrc.qld.gov.au

Austria
Wiebke Hoffmann
Curator of Research and Conservation

Vienna Zoo
Maxingstraße 13b, 1130 Vienna, Austria
w.hoffmann@zoovienna.at

Johannes Fritz
Director

Waldrappteam Austria
Schulgasse 28, 6162 Mutters, Austria
+43 67 6550 3244
jfritz@waldrapp.eu

Belgium 
Jorge Rodriguez Romero 
Deputy Head of Unit

CITES and EU Wildlife Trade policy, 
Directorate General for the Environment, 
European Commission
Rue de la Loi 200, Wetstraat 200, 
1049 Brussels, Belgium
+32 2 295 7193
jorge.rodriguez-romero@ec.europa.eu

Anita Fassio
Senior Project Adviser

Executive Agency for Small and 
Medium-sized Enterprises (EASME), 
European Commission
Unit B.3. Life & CIP Eco-Innovation, 
COV2 08/065, B-1049 Brussels, Belgium
+32 2 29 819 75
anita.fassio@ec.europa.eu

Lucie Trokanova
Nature & Biodiversity Expert

LIFE Programme Communications Team
NEEMO EEIG, 260, Chaussée Saint-Pierre, B-1040 Brussels, Belgium
+32 2 736 56 43, direct line 233
lucie.trokanova@neemo.eu

Bulgaria
Katerina Zareva-Simeonova
Head of Educational Department

Sofia Zoo
Sreburna 1, 1407 Bulgaria
sofzooed@zoosofia.eu

Croatia
Davorka Maljkovic
Zoological Garden of Zagreb

Maksimirski perivoj, 10000, Zagreb, Croatia
davorka.maljkovic@zoo.hr

Czech Republic
Silvie Ucova
CITES Officer

Nature Conservation Agency of the Czech Republic
Kaplanova 1931/1, 14800, Czech Republic
+420 72 417 7677
silvie.ucova@nature.cz

Markéta Rejlková
Keeper/Aquarist

Ostrava Zoo
Michálkovická 197, Ostrava, 710 00, Czech Republic
+420 60 712 6796
rejlkovam@seznam.cz

Frantisek Pribrsky
Field Zoologist, In-situ Coordinator of 
Ostrava Zoo and Director of Foundation

Ostrava Zoo and Yayasan Peduli Kelestarian Satwa Liar
Sumavska 25, 40011, Usti nad Labem, Czech Republic
+420 72 315 6162
pribrsky@zoo-ostrava.cz

Vít Kahle
Expert Consultant for Marketing and PR

Prague Zoo
U Trojského zámku 120/3, 171 00 Praha 7, Czech Republic
+420 73 720 8981
kahle@zoopraha.cz

Ivan Rehak
Conservation, Research and Zoological Advisor

Prague Zoo
U Trojského zámku 120/3, 171 00 Praha 7, Czech Republic
+420 29 611 2191
rehak@zoopraha.cz

Katarina Rehakova
Prague Zoo

U Trojského zámku 120/3, 171 00 Praha 7,
Czech Republic

Stanislav Lhota
In-situ Program Manager

Usti nad Labem Zoo
Drážďanská 23, 400 07 Ústí nad Labem,
Czech Republic
+420 77 753 8408
stanlhota.indo@gmail.com

Denmark
Eddie Bach
Ranger/Zookeeper

Copenhagen Zoo
Roskildevej 38, 2000 Frederiksberg, Denmark
+45 3016 7302
eb@zoo.dk

Frands Carlsen
Zoologist

Copenhagen Zoo
Roskildevej 38, 2000 Frederiksberg, Denmark
fc@zoo.dk

Malene Friis Hansen
Industrial PhD Student

Copenhagen Zoo
Roskildevej 38, 2000 Frederiksberg, Denmark
+45 6014 2757
mfh@zoo.dk

Bengt Holst
Director of Research and Conservation

Copenhagen Zoo
Roskildevej 38, 2000 Frederiksberg, Denmark
+45 3016 7320
beh@zoo.dk

Lene Vestergren Rasmussen
Copenhagen Zoo

Roskildevej 38, 2000 Frederiksberg, Denmark
+45 3016 7311
lr@zoo.dk

Boyd Simpson
Copenhagen Zoo

Roskildevej 38, 2000 Frederiksberg, Denmark
boydsimpson@gmail.com

DelegatesDelegates
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Finland
Ake Auvinen
Eläintenhoitaja

Helsinki Zoo
Särkimäentie 48, 51720 Rahula, Finland
ake.auvinen@korkeasaari.fi

Sanna Hellström
CEO

Helsinki Zoo
PL 1000, 00811 Helsinki, Finland
+358 50 060 9549
sanna.hellstrom@korkeasaari.fi

Lotta Kivalo
Helsinki Zoo

PL 1000, 00811 Helsinki, Finland
lotta.kivalo@korkeasaari.fi

Hanna-Maija Lahtinen
Curator

Helsinki Zoo
Mustikkamaanpolku 12, 
00570 Helsinki, Finland
+358 40 761 3250
hannamaija.lahtinen@korkeasaari.fi

Mari Lehmonen
Helsinki Zoo

PL 1000, 00811 Helsinki, Finland
mari.lehmonen@korkeasaari.fi

Sanna Sainmaa
Helsinki Zoo

PL 1000, 00811 Helsinki, Finland
sanna.sainmaa@korkeasaari.fi

Susanna Silvonen
Helsinki Zoo

PL 1000, 00811 Helsinki, Finland
susanna.silvonen@korkeasaari.fi

Nina Trontti
Helsinki Zoo

PL 1000, 00811 Helsinki, Finland
nina.trontti@korkeasaari.fi

Ville Vepsäläinen
Helsinki Zoo

PL 1000, 00811 Helsinki, Finland
ville.vepsalainen@korkeasaari.fi

Carina Wilenius
Helsinki Zoo

Mustikkamaanpolku 12, 00570 Helsinki, Finland
carina.wilenius@korkeasaari.fi

Milla Niemi
Advisor

Metsähallitus Wildlife Service Finland
Pohjoispuisto 7, 28100 Pori, Finland
+358 40 724 6267
milla.niemi@metsa.fi

Heini Niinimäki
Veterinarian

Ähtäri Zoo
Karhunkierros 150, 63700 Ähtäri, Finland
+358 44 539 3653
heini.niinimaki@ahtarizoo.fi

Marjo Priha
Ähtäri Zoo

Karhunkierros 150, 63700 Ähtäri, Finland
marjo.priha@ahtarizoo.fi

Laura Pulli
Ähtäri Zoo

Karhunkierros 150, 63700 Ähtäri, Finland
laura.pulli@ahtarizoo.fi

France
Pauline Kayser
President and Executive Director

ABConservation - Arctictis Binturong Conservation
4 Rue de la Chamoiserie, 94250 Gentilly, France
+33 61 605 9589
arctictisbinturongconservation@gmail.com

Pierre Bouthors
Amiens Zoo

Rue de la Hotoie, 80000 Amiens, France
uamayustan@hotmail.com

Camille Coudrat
Founder, Director

Association Projet Anoulak
Nakai District, Khammouan Province, Lao PDR
+856 20 5546 6843
camillecoudrat@gmail.com

Jonas Livet
Zoo Consultant

Fox Consulting
8 rue de l’Aqueduc, 67500 Haguenau, France
+33 68 552 5219
jonaslivet@fox-zooconsulting.com

Ruta Vaicekauskaite
Biologist

Fox Consulting
8 Rue de l’Aqueduc, 67500 Haguenau, France
+370 6009 4456
ruta@fox-zooconsulting.com

Delphine Roullet
Director

Helpsimus, Cotswold Wildlife Park
24 rue Archereau, Bât B App 157, 
75019 Paris, France
+33 67 784 9559
droullet.primatologue@gmail.com

Brice Lefaux
Director

Mulhouse Zoo
51 rue du Jardin Zoologique, 
68100 Mulhouse, France
brice.lefaux@mulhouse-alsace.fr

Eric Bairrao Ruivo
Science, Collection and Conservation Director

ZooParc de Beauval/Association Beauval Nature
ZooParc de Beauval, 41110 Saint Aignan, France
eric@zoobeauval.com

Laure Pelletier
Head of Science, Collection and Conservation

ZooParc de Beauval/Association Beauval Nature
ZooParc de Beauval, 41110 Saint Aignan, France
+33 63 371 4172
laure.pelletier@zoobeauval.com

Gabon
Nicholas Bachand

Fernan-Vaz Gorilla Project
Omboué & Fernan Vaz Lagoon, Gabon
nickbachand@gmail.com

Germany
Kathrin Röper
Conservation and Education

Erlebnis-Zoo Hannover
Adenauerallee 3, 30175 Hannover, Germany
+49 151 4623 9859
kathrin.roeper@erlebnis-zoo.de

Simon Bruslund
Curator

Heidelberg Zoo
Tiergartenstr. 3, DE-69120 Heidelberg, Germany
+49 152 2157 7593
simon.bruslund@heidelberg.de

Norbert Pantel
Project Manager for Conservation 
and Environmental Education

Landschaftspflegeverband Stadt Augsburg
Dr.-Ziegenspeck-Weg 10, 86161 Augsburg, Germany
+49 821 324 6094
n.pantel@lpv-augsburg.de

Jörg Freyhof 
Coordinator IUCN SSC Freshwater Fish Red List Authority, 
Chair for North Africa, Europe and the Middle East, 
IUCN SSC/WI Freshwater Fish Specialist Group

Project Coordinator, Leibniz-Institute of Freshwater Ecology

Müggelseedamm 310, 12587 Berlin, Germany
+49 306 418 1788
j.freyhof@igb-berlin.de

Thomas Kauffels
Opel Zoo

Am Opel-Zoo 3, 61476 Kronberg im Taunus, Germany
thomas.kauffels@opel-zoo.de

Jörg Beckmann
Opel Zoo

Am Opel-Zoo 3, 61476 Kronberg im Taunus, Germany
joerg.beckmann@opel-zoo.de

Daniela Schrudde
Program Director

Welttierschutzgesellschaft
Reinhardtstr. 10, 10117 Berlin, Germany
+49 309 2372 2619
ds@welttierschutz.org

DelegatesDelegates
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Germany

Catherine King
Conservation Biologist

Weltvogelpark Walsrode
AM Vogelpark, Germany
+34 65 468 3305
cathy.king@weltvogelpark.de

Frank Oberwemmer
Zoo Leipzig

Pfaffendorfer Str. 29, 04105 Leipzig, Germany
foberwemmer@zoo-leipzig.de

Lorenzo von Fersen
Curator for Research & Conservation

Zoo Nuremberg
Am Tiergarten 30, 90480 Nuremberg, Germany
+49 172 851 9533
vonfersen@yaqupacha.de

Roland Wirth
Senior Project Advisor

Zoological Society for the Conservation 
of Species and Populations
Untertaxetweg 144, 82131 Gauting, Germany
roland.wirth@zgap.de

Greece
Rudy Rallis
Chairman/Co-owner

Pelargos NonProfit/Attica Zoo Park
Thesi Gialou, Spata, 19004 Athens, Greece
+30 69 3229 2929
rudy@atticapark.gr

Indonesia
Harry Hilser

Selamatkan Yaki Foundation
Jalan 17 Agustus, No.73, 95119 Manado, 
Indonesia
Hhilser@yahoo.com

Iran
Iman Memariam
Chief Veterinarian of Tehran Zoo and Pardisan 
Rehabilitation Center

Tehran Zoological Garden
Tehran Zoo, 4th Kilometer of Tehran Karaj freeway, 
1484613111 Tehran, Iran
+989 12 295 6918
imanmemarianvet@gmail.com

Italy
Claudia Gili
Director of Science and Veterinary Services

Acquario di Genova
Ponte Spinola, 16128 Genova, Italy
+39 335 745 9698
cgili@costaedutainment.it

Cesare Avesani Zaborra
CEO

Parco Natura Viva – Garda Zoological Park 
Località Quercia, 37012 Bussolengo VR, Italy
+39 45 717 0113
assistant.dir@parconaturaviva.it

Katia Dell’Aira

Parco Natura Viva – Garda Zoological Park 
Località Quercia, 37012 Bussolengo VR, Italy
assistant.dir@parconaturaviva.it

Telmo Pievani

Parco Natura Viva – Garda Zoological Park 
Località Quercia, 37012 Bussolengo VR, Italy
assistant.dir@parconaturaviva.it

Francesca Bandoli
Società Zoologica di Pistoia Srl

Via Pieve a Celle Nuova, 160a, 51100 Pistoia PT, Italy
francesca.bandoli@zoodipistoia.it

Linda Ferrante
Doctoral Student

University of Padova
Viale dell’Università 16, 35020 Legnaro (PD), Italy
linda.ferrante@phd.unipd.it

Lithuania
Jennifer Schneider
Associate Professor

LCC International University
Kretingos 36, Klaipeda, Lithuania
jschneider@lcc.lt

Dalia Bastytė

Lithuanian Fund for Nature
Algirdo strg. 22-3, LT-03218 Vilnius, 
Lithuania
dalia.b@glis.lt

Rasa Mikuličienė
Senior Zoologist, Bird Department

Lithuanian Zoological Gardens
Radvilėnų pl. 21, LT - 50299 Kaunas, 
Lithuania
+370 6879 4354
rasa.mikuliciene@zoosodas.lt

Ben Noreikis
Head Biologist

Lithuanian Zoological Gardens
Radvilėnų pl. 21, LT - 50299 Kaunas, 
Lithuania
+370 6202 0860
benas.noreikis@zoosodas.lt

Jonas Šimkus
Senior Zoologist

Lithuanian Zoological Gardens
Radvilėnų pl. 21, LT - 50299 Kaunas, 
Lithuania
+370 3732 2540
jonas.simkus@zoosodas.lt

Raimonda Varlauskienė
Head of Bird Department

Lithuanian Zoological Gardens
Radvilėnų pl. 21, LT - 50299 Kaunas, 
Lithuania
+370 6879 4548
raimonda.varlauskiene@zoosodas.lt

Madagascar
Josia Razafindramanana 

Sifaka Conservation, Impact Madagascar 
Lot II A 103 Nanisana, Antananarivo 101, Madagascar
r_josia@hotmail.com

Malaysia
Isabelle Lackman
Director

Hutan
06-01 Bayshore Condominium Ph.4 Block D, 
Jalan Bukit Bendera Upper, 
88400 Kota Kinabalu Sabah, Malaysia
+60 13 874 3629
panaupanau@yahoo.com

Morocco
Lucy Radford
Research and Development Director

Barbary Macaque Awareness and Conservation
Rue Fez 22, 93000 Touta Tetouan, Morocco
lucy@barbarymacaque.org

Sian Waters
Director

Barbary Macaque Awareness and Conservation
Rue Fez 22, 93000 Touta Tetouan, Morocco
sianwaters@gmail.com

Netherlands
Frank Rietkerk

Apenheul
J.C. Wilslaan 21, 7313 HK Apeldoorn, Netherlands
f.rietkerk@apenheul.nl

Christiane Willard

ARTIS Amsterdam Royal Zoo
Plantage Kerklaan 38-40, 1018 CZ Amsterdam, 
Netherlands
c.willard@artis.nl

Koen Cuyten
Project Coordinator

Bears in Mind
Grebbeweg 111, 3911AV Rhenen, Netherlands
+31 31 765 0219
kcuyten@bearsinmind.org

Myfanwy Griffith
EAZA Executive Director

EAZA Executive Office
PO Box 20164, 1000 HD Amsterdam, Netherlands
info@eaza.net

DelegatesDelegates
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Netherlands

Mirko Marseille
EAZA Executive Office

PO Box 20164, 1000 HD Amsterdam, Netherlands
marseillemirko@gmail.com

Allan Muir

EAZA Executive Office
PO Box 20164, 1000 HD Amsterdam, Netherlands
allan.muir@eaza.net

Laura Myers

EAZA Executive Office
PO Box 20164, 1000 HD Amsterdam, Netherlands
Laura.Myers@eaza.net

Merel Zimmermann

EAZA Executive Office
PO Box 20164, 1000 HD Amsterdam, Netherlands
merel.zimmermann@eaza.net

Hanneke de Boer
Education & Conservation

GaiaZoo
Keerweg 63, 6418 AB Heerlen, Netherlands
+31 61 993 0678
h.deboer@gaiazoo.nl

Lea Petersen
Carnivore Keeper

GaiaZoo
Burgemeester savelberglaan 80, 6461 GR Kerkrade, 
Netherlands
nzat2006@hotmail.com

Lex van der Leije
Coordinator - Hoofstock

GaiaZoo
Burgemeester savelberglaan 80, 6461 GR Kerkrade, 
Netherlands
+31 61 309 7106
lex_van_der_leije@hotmail.com

Ron van der A
Chairman

Painted Dog Conservation
Terwindtplein 3, 2807 RP Gouda, Netherlands
+31 18 251 6627
rgvda@outlook.com

Paul Jepson 
Member of Supervisory Board

Rewilding Europe 
Toernooiveld 1, 6525 ED Nijmegen, Netherlands
paul.jepson@ouce.ox.ac.uk

Constanze Mager
Head of Education

Royal Burgers’ Zoo
Antoon van Hooffplein 1, 6816SH Arnhem, Netherlands
C.Mager@burgerszoo.nl

Okka Bangma
Docente Wildlife Management 

Van Hall Larenstein University of Applied Sciences
Agora 1, 8934 CJ Leeuwarden, Netherlands
okka.bangma@hvhl.nl

New Zealand
Brendan Moyle
Professor

Massey University
Palmerston North, Manawatu, New Zealand
brendanjm@massey.ac.nz

Poland
Anna Mekarska

Zoo Wroclaw
Wróblewskiego 1-5, 51-618 Wrocław, Poland
a.mekarska@zoo.wroc.pl

Radosław Ratajszczak

Zoo Wroclaw
Wróblewskiego 1-5, 51-618 Wrocław, Poland
r.ratajszczak@zoo.wroc.pl

Portugal
Nuno Rodrigues
Assistant Curator

Oceanário de Lisboa
Esplanada D. Carlos I, 1900-005 Lisboa, Portugal
+351 91 154 7220
nrodrigues@oceanario.pt

Romania
Csaba Domokos
Project Leader

Milvus Group Bird and Nature Protection Association
Marton Aron St. 9 / B, 540058 Tirgu Mures, Romania
+40 72 053 8422
csaba.domokos@milvus.ro

Alexandru Bulacu
Executive Director

Romanian Wilderness Society
Crangului 7, 335500 Hateg, Romania
+40 72 246 6750
alexandru.bulacu@srs.org.ro

Adrian Hagatis
Managing Director

Romanian Wilderness Society
175 Lunga Str., 500058 Brasov, Romania
+40 75 310 3809
adrian.hagatis@srs.org.ro

Mariana Druga
Project Manager LIFE Re-Bison

WWF Romania
175 Lunga Str., 500058 Brasov, Romania
+40 72 909 7969
mdruga@wwfdcp.ro

Singapore
Sonja Luz

Wildlife Reserves Singapore
80 Mandai Lake Rd, 729826 Singapore 
Sonja.luz@wrs.com.sg

South Africa
Gregory Vogt
Director

Conservation Guardians
+27 83 290 4141
greg@conservationguardians.co.za

Pelham Jones 
Chairman

Private Rhino Owners Association (PROA), South Africa
Pelham@vibe.co.za

Sam Ferreira 

South African Parks (SanParks)
South African National Parks, PO Box 787, 
Pretoria 0001, South Africa

Rosie Cooney

United Nations Secretary-General Science Advisory Board
Chair of the IUCN Sustainable Use and Livelihood Specialist Group
South Africa
rosie.cooney@gmail.com

Spain
Hugo Fernandez Bellón
Veterinarian

Barcelona Zoo
Parc de la Ciutadella, 08003 Barcelona, Spain
+34 67 860 6227
hugo.fernandez@colvet.es

Rosa Martinez Valverde

Bioparc Fuengirola
6, Calle Camilo José Cela, 29640 Fuengirola, Málaga, Spain
rmartinez@bioparcfuengirola.es

Andrea Torres Palles
Biologist of the Wildlife Department

FAADA Foundation
Rambla Prim, 08020 Barcelona, Spain
a.torres@faada.org

Conrad Enseñat Canela

Zoo de Barcelona
Parc de la Ciutadella, 08003 Barcelona, Spain
censenat@bsmsa.cat

Sweden
Jonatan Borling
CEO

Carnivora
Blodstensvägen 42, LGH 1301, 752 58 Uppsala, Sweden
jonatan.borling@gmail.com

Angelica Åsberg
Furuviksparken

Dannemansvägen 4, 814 91 Furuvik, Sweden
angelica.asberg@furuvik.se
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Sweden 

Jimmy Helgesson
Nordens Ark

Åby Säteri, SE-456 93 Hunnebostrand, Sweden
jimmy.helgesson@nordensark.se

Christer Larsson
Project Leader

Nordens Ark
Åby Säteri, SE-456 93 Hunnebostrand, Sweden
+46 70 584 7527
christer.larsson@nordensark.se

Emma Nygren
Conservation Program Manager

Nordens Ark
Åby Säteri, SE-456 93 Hunnebostrand, Sweden
+46 72 558 0334
emma.nygren@nordensark.se

Daniel Roth
Zoological Curator

Skansen Foundation & Universeum
Box 27807, 11593 Stockholm, Sweden
+46 73 387 7513
daniel.roth@skansen.se

Switzerland
Friederike Von Houwald
Zoo Basel

Binningerstrasse 40, 4054 Basel, Switzerland
friederike.vonhouwald@zoobasel.ch

Ukraine
Maryna Shkvyria
Head of Department

Kyiv Zoo
 Prosp. Peremohy, 32, Kyiv 04116, Ukraine
+380 67 501 2495
shkvyriamarina@zoo.kiev.ua

Yegor Yakovlev
Senior Researcher

Kyiv Zoo
 Prosp. Peremohy, 32, Kyiv 04116, Ukraine
+380 67 757 6562
yegor.yakovlev@zoo.kiev.ua

United Kingdom
Neil Bemment
Vice-Coordinator for the Gorilla & Orangutan EEPs 

Barcelona Zoo
25 Rosehill Gardens, Kingskerswell, Devon, TQ125DN, 
United Kingdom
+44 77 6260 4474
neil.bemment.nb@gmail.com

Bryan Carroll
CEO

Bristol Zoological Society
Bristol Zoo Gardens, Clifton, Bristol, BS8 3HA, United Kingdom
Bcarroll@bristolzoo.org.uk

Christoph Schwitzer
Director of Conservation

Bristol Zoological Society
Bristol Zoo Gardens, Clifton, Bristol, BS8 3HA, United Kingdom
Cschwitzer@bristolzoo.org.uk

Miranda Stevenson
Cotton-top Tamarin EEP Coordinator

Bristol Zoological Society
Ashlea, Dean Lane, Bishops Waltham, SO321FX, 
United Kingdom
+44 14 8989 1158
miranda.stevenson@btopenworld.com

Amanda Webber
Higher Education Manager

Bristol Zoological Society
Bristol Zoo Gardens, Clifton, Bristol, BS8 3HA, United Kingdom
awebber@bristolzoo.org.uk

Claire Raisin

Chester Zoo
Moston Rd, Upton-by-Chester, Chester CH2 1EU, United 
Kingdom
c.raisin@chesterzoo.org

Elie Ancrenaz

Department of Biosciences, Durham University
The Palatine Centre, Durham University, 
Stockton Road, Durham, DH1 3LE, United Kingdom
panaupanau@yahoo.com

Andrew Terry
Head of Field Programmes

Durrell Wildlife Conservation Trust
Manor Cottage, Durrell, Les Augres Manor, 
Trinity, Jersey JE3 5BP, United Kingdom
andrew.terry@durrell.org

Hywel Glyn Young
Head Bird Department

Durrell Wildlife Conservation Trust
Manor Cottage, Durrell, Les Augres Manor, 
Trinity, Jersey JE3 5BP, United Kingdom
+44 77 0032 9777
glyn.young@durrell.org

Emma Muench
MSc Student

Imperial College London
Silwood Park Campus, Buckhurst Road, Ascot, 
SL5 7PY, United Kingdom
+44 75 3428 8780
emma.muench17@imperial.ac.uk

Anna Nekaris
Director Little Fireface Project

Little Fireface Project, Oxford Brookes University
Headington Campus, Oxford, OX3 0BP, 
United Kingdom
anekaris@brookes.ac.uk

Tania Gilbert
Conservation Biologist

Marwell Wildlife
Colden Common, Winchester, Hampshire, 
SO21 1JH, United Kingdom
taniag@marwell.org.uk

Catherine Barton

North of Engalnd Zoological Society, Chester Zoo
Moston Rd, Upton-by-Chester, Chester CH2 1EU, 
United Kingdom
c.barton@chesterzoo.org

Mike Gill

Oxford Wildlife Trade Research Group, 
Oxford Brookes University
Department of Social Sciences, 
Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, 
Gibbs Building, Headington Campus, 
Oxford OX3 0BP, United Kingdom
mikegill1310@outlook.com

Ben Harrower
Conservation Programme Manager

Royal Zoological Society of Scotland
Edinburgh Zoo, Corstorphine Road, Edinburgh EH12 6TS, 
United Kingdom
+44 13 1314 0384
bharrower@rzss.org.uk

Gill Murray-Dickson
Research Scientist (Conservation Geneticist)

Royal Zoological Society of Scotland
Edinburgh Zoo, Corstorphine Road, Edinburgh EH12 6TS, 
United Kingdom
+44 131 314 0333
gmdickson@rzss.org.uk

Gemma Goodman
Co-Head of Programmes

Synchronicity Earth
32a Thurloe Place, London, SW17 2HQ, 
United Kingdom
gemma@synchronicityearth.org

Laura Mairesse
Veterinary Surgeon

The Grove Veterinary Practice
34 Elm Grove, Portsmouth, Southsea PO5 1JG, 
United Kingdom
6lazuly@gmail.com

Dr Richard Thomas
Global Communications Co-ordinator

TRAFFIC
David Attenborough Building, Pembroke Street, 
Cambridge CB2 3QZ, UK
+44 122 333 1981  
richard.thomas@traffic.org

Andrew Bowkett
Conservation Programmes Manager

Whitley Wildlife Conservation Trust
Paignton Zoo, Totnes Road, Paignton, 
TQ4 7EU, United Kingdom
aebowkett@gmail.com

Olivia Walter
Executive Director

Wildlife Vets International
Station House, Parkwood Street, Keighley, 
BD21 4NQ, United Kingdom
+44 75 0880 1099
info@wildlifevetsinternational.org
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United Kingdom
Stephanie Sanderson
Consultant/Executive Director

World Association of Zoos and Aquariums/
European Association of Zoo and Wildlife Veterinarians
31 Westbourne Grove, West Kirby, Wirral, 
CH48 4DJ, United Kingdom
steph.sanderson@waza.org

Sarah Thomas
Head of Discovery & Learning

Zoological Society of London
ZSL London Zoo, Outer Circle, Regent’s Park, London, 
NW1 4RY, United Kingdom
Sarah.thomas@zsl.org

Brian Zimmerman
Chief Curator

Zoological Society of London
Regent’s Park, London, NW1 4RY, United Kingdom
brian.zimmerman@zsl.org

USA
Erin Stotz
Community Conservation Manager

Denver Zoo
2300 Steele Street, Denver CO 80205, USA
+1 720 337 1628
estotz@denverzoo.org

Cheryl Morris
Vice President of Conservation

Omaha’s Henry Doorly Zoo & Aquarium
3701 S. 10th St., Omaha, Nebraska, 68107, USA
+1 402 738 6906
cherylm@omahazoo.com

William Robichaud
Saola Working Group

c/o Global Wildlife Conservation, PO Box 129, 
Austin, TX 78767, USA
williamrobichaud@yahoo.com

James Dietz
Vice President

Save the Golden Lion Tamarin
1044 Hepner Rd. Mount Jackson, Virginia 22842, USA
jmdietz@umd.edu

Lou Ann Dietz
President

Save the Golden Lion Tamarin
1044 Hepner Rd. Mount Jackson, 
Virginia 22842, USA
louann.dietz2@gmail.com

Matthias Fiechter
Communications Manager

Snow Leopard Trust
4649 Sunnyside Ave N, Suite 325, 
Seattle WA 98103, USA
+46 70 349 9810
matthias@snowleopard.org

Jeff Wyatt
Professor & Chair

University of Rochester/Seneca Park Zoo
762 Valley View Parkway, Webster, 
NY 14580, USA
+1 585 410 0888
jeff_wyatt@urmc.rochester.edu

Julie Sherman
Executive Director

Wildlife Impact
Po Box 31062, Portland, Oregon 97231, USA
+1 503 548 3013
julie@wildlifeimpact.org

Vietnam
Daniel Willcox

Save Vietnam’s Wildlife
Cúc Phuöng, Nho Quan District, 
Ninh Bình Province, Vietnam
willcox.daniel@gmail.com

Zimbabwe
Wilton Nsimango
Education & Community Development Manager

Painted Dog Conservation
PO Box 72, Dete, Zimbabwe
+263 77 246 5552
wilton@painteddog.org
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