
     
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rhinos to Rwanda: The Largest Ever Transport of Rhinos From Europe to 

Africa Begins this Sunday 
 

Dvůr Králové, Czech Republic, June 20, 2019: On Sunday, June 23, five critically endangered 

black rhinos, born and bred in Europe, will be flown 6,000 km to Akagera National Park in 

Rwanda. This is the largest ever translocation of rhinos from Europe to Africa. This historic 

journey will begin at Safari Park Dvůr Králové (Czech Republic) where all five animals have 

been gathered since November 2018. 

 

In a unique collaboration between the European Association of Zoos and Aquaria (EAZA), the 

Government of Rwanda and conservation NGO African Parks, five Eastern Black Rhinoceroses who 

were born and raised in zoo environments will be transported from Dvůr Králové in the Czech 

Republic to Akagera National Park in Rwanda where they will be ultimately released into their new 

and wild home.  

 

While their flight will depart on Sunday June 23rd, their journey began years ago, with the incredible 

foresight and vision of EAZA in helping to supplement wild populations in secure parks in Africa with 

genetically-robust individuals who have been successfully bred and cared for over the years by the 

EAZA Ex Situ Programme (EEP). Fewer than 5,000 wild black rhinos and only 1,000 Eastern Black 

Rhinos remain in Africa; and their future is severely threatened by poaching for the illegal demand 

for their horns. This translocation project represents an urgent and valuable opportunity to expand 

the range and protection of the black rhino, and demonstrate how captive rhinos can help 

supplement and repopulate wild populations within secure landscapes.  

 

“Large scale cooperation between EAZA zoos has resulted in a healthy, sustainable population of 

Eastern Black Rhino. This means we can now take a major step towards protecting the future of the 

species in the wild,” said Mark Pilgrim, Programme Coordinator for black rhino at the EAZA and CEO 

of Chester Zoo in the UK. 

 

Three female and two male black rhinos, ranging between two to nine years old, were chosen from 

the EAZA EEP. Jasiri, Jasmina and Manny were born in Safari Park Dvůr Králové (Czech Republic); 

Olmoti comes from Flamingo Land (United Kingdom) and Mandela is from Ree Park Safari (Denmark). 

The patron of the transportation is model and conservation advocate Veronika Varekova who 



  

assisted with transport costs for the project. The rhinos are being donated to the Rwanda 

Development Board (RDB), the governmental body that in partnership with African Parks manages 

Akagera National Park, the rhino’s new home in Rwanda.  

 

All five rhinos have undergone months of sensitisation to prepare them and minimise stress to 

ensure the safest journey possible, which will be approximately 30 hours long. During the voyage, 

they will be inside custom-made crates, and fed and watered regularly. Experienced zookeepers from 

the Safari Park Dvůr Králové as well as veterinarian Dr. Pete Morkel, a world expert in rhino 

translocations, will accompany and monitor the rhinos throughout the entire trip, as well as their 

release into the Park.  

 

“By undertaking a highly supervised and well-planned gradual acclimation process, we believe these 

rhinos will adapt well to their new environment in Rwanda. They will first be kept in bomas – 

enclosures made by wooden poles. Later, they will enjoy larger enclosures in a specially protected 

area. The final step will be to release them into the northern part of the national park where they will 

roam free,“ said Přemysl Rabas, Director of Safari Park Dvůr Králové. 

 

Akagera National Park is an ideal destination for the reintroduction of the animals. In 2017, RDB and 

African Parks successfully reintroduced 18 rhinos to the Park with support from the Howard G. 

Buffett Foundation. Since 2010, the Park has undergone a revival with poaching practically 

eliminated, allowing for key species to be reintroduced, including lions in 2015 which have since 

tripled in number, and rhinos in 2017 - a decade after they were last seen in the country. Strong 

community conservation efforts have resulted in tremendous support for the Park, and tourism is 

now leading to Akagera being 80% self-financing, generating US $2 million a year, which goes back to 

the Park and surrounding communities.  

 

“We have been preparing for this moment for years and are excited to build on our efforts to 

revitalize the Park with the RDB and the successful introduction of the first round of rhinos in 

2017,“ said Jes Gruner, Park Manager of Akagera National Park. “This transport of five  rhinos from 

Europe is historic and symbolic, and shows what is possible when dedicated partners collaborate to 

help protect and restore a truly endangered species.” 

 

The strength of the Park’s management was a contributing factor in the decision for EAZA and its 

Members to agree to the translocation. These conditions also will allow for the ongoing study of the 

five animals from Europe and the existing population as they gradually integrate to contribute to a 

stable population of black rhinoceros in East Africa. The Park is a key component of the Government 

of Rwanda’s strategy to foster economic growth while providing a secure future for wildlife in the 

country.  

 

“The translocation of five rhinos from European zoos to Rwanda will further enhance the natural 

ecosystem in Akagera National Park. This partnership with our European friends is testament to 

Rwanda’s commitment to conservation. Today, poaching is almost non-existent in our four national 

parks and we are confident that these rhinos will thrive in their natural habitat in Akagera. They are a 

positive addition to Akagera, a Park where tourists can now visit the African Big Five,” said Clare 

Akamanzi, Chief Executive Officer, RDB.  

 



  

 

About the Rwanda Development Board: The Rwanda Development Board is responsible for tourism 

and conservation, as well as the entire investor experience. The Rwanda Development Board 

manages the tourism industry in Rwanda and ensures that the tourism and conservation goals of the 

Government of Rwanda are successfully implemented.  

 

About the European Association of Zoos and Aquaria: The membership organization of Europe’s 

most progressive zoological institutions, the European Association of Zoos and Aquaria comprises 

more than 400 zoos, aquariums and other institutions across 48 countries, collaborating for the 

advancement of conservation, research and education. EAZA is a significant stakeholder in the fight 

to protect the future of the natural world, both in Europe and across the world.  

 

About the EAZA Ex Situ Programmes: EAZA is responsible for the planning and administration of 

over 200 EAZA Ex Situ Programmes (EEP), the principal structure for ex situ conservation of wild 

animals in Europe. Each EEP is designed to fulfill a specific role that helps safeguard the future of the 

species and/or its habitat, and is run by a dedicated species committee headed by a Coordinator, an 

experienced population manager from an EAZA Member zoo or aquarium. EEPs use molecular 

biology, demographic and genetic analysis, and many other scientific disciplines to maintain a 

diverse, self-sustaining population of a species within European zoos and aquariums.  

 

About Safari Park Dvůr Králové: Safari Park Dvůr Králové is one of the best rhino breeders outside of 

Africa. So far, 46 black rhinos have been born there and the park coordinates efforts to save the 

northern white rhino. The park assists with conservation of rhinos, even in the wild and rhinos sent 

from Dvůr Králové to Tanzania years ago have been regularly producing calves. In 2014 and 2017, the 

park organized public burnings of rhino horn stockpiles to raise awareness of the plight of rhinos. 

 

About Akagera National Park and African Parks: The Akagera Management Company (AMC) was 

established in 2010 and is the joint venture vehicle of the public-private partnership between the 

RDB and African Parks that has been responsible for fully managing Akagera National Park since 

2010. African Parks is a non-profit conservation organisation that takes on the complete 

responsibility for the rehabilitation and long-term management of national parks in partnership with 

governments and local communities. With the largest counter-poaching force and the most amount 

of area under protection for any one NGO in Africa, African Parks manages 15 national parks and 

protected areas in nine countries covering over 10.5 million hectares in Benin, Central African 

Republic, Chad, the Democratic Republic of Congo, the Republic of Congo, Malawi, Mozambique, 

Rwanda, Zambia. 

 

Media Contacts 

 

● EAZA: David Williams-Mitchell, EAZA Director of Communications and Membership, at david.williams-

mitchell@eaza.net or on +31 205200750 

● Safari Park Dvůr Králové: Jan Stejskal, Director of Communications and International Projects, at 

jan.stejskal@zoodk.cz or on +420 608 00 9072 

● RDB: Sanny Ntayombya, Head of Communications at sanny.ntayombya@rdb.rw or on +250 722 123 

408. 

● AP/AMC: Fran Read, AP Global Public Relations Manager at franr@africanparks.org or on +27 60 561 

6047.  

http://www.rdb.rw/
https://www.eaza.net/
https://safaripark.cz/
https://www.africanparks.org/the-parks/akagera
http://www.africanparks.org/
https://www.africanparks.org/the-parks/akagera
mailto:david.williams-mitchell@eaza.net
mailto:david.williams-mitchell@eaza.net
mailto:jan.stejskal@zoodk.cz
mailto:sanny.ntayombya@rdb.rw
mailto:franr@africanparks.org


  

Resources 

 

● Photo, video and additional resources are available for use by media with appropriate credits 

at this link: 

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/xwtb6eu2canoh45/AAA_pM_3LqO_S_1JEVs_7Fc8a?dl=0 
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Safari Park Dvůr Králové (Czech Republic) 

Chester Zoo (UK) 

IPGL Fund Investments Limited 

Mr. Petr Dobiáš 

Mr. Emmanuel Ciolfi 

Ree Park Safari (Denmark) 

Mr. Laurent Lamothe 

Mr. Francis Hellyer 

J.J.F. CENTAURUS, s.r.o. 

Ms. Veronika Vařeková 

Urbanlux & Toms 

EAZA 

Zoo Leipzig (Germany) 

Zoo Hodonín (Czech Republic) 

Association of the Czech and Slovakia Zoos 

Mr. Jiří Kalfař 

Mr. Přemysl Rabas 

Adventura Travel Agency 

De Heus 

Expeditors Logistics Company 

 


