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EAZABest Practice Guidelines disclaimer

Copyright (April 2019) by EAZA Executive Office, Amsterdam. All rights reserved. No part of
this publication may be reproduced in hard copy, machiedable or other forms without
advance written permission from the European Association of Zoos and Aquaria (EAZA).
Members of the European Association of Zoos and Aquaria (EAZA) may copy thiatiofor

for their own use as needed. The information contained in these EAZABest Practice
Guidelines has been obtained from numerous sources believed to be reliable. EAZA and the
EAZA Passerine TAG make a diligent effort to provide a complete and accurate
representation of the data in its reports, publications, and services. However, EAZA does not
guarantee the accuracy, adequacy, or completeness of any information. EAZA disclaims all
liability for errors or omissions that may exist and shall not be lidbteany incidental,
consequential, or other damages (whether resulting from negligence or otherwise) including,
without limitation, exemplary damages or lost profits arising out of or in connection with the
use of this publication. Because the technicébtimation provided in the EAZA Best Practice
Guidelines can easily be misread or misinterpreted unless properly analysed, EAZA strongly
recommends that users of this information consult with the editor in all matters related to
dataanalysisandinterpretation.

EAZAPreamble

Rightfrom the very beginningit hasbeenthe concernof EAZAand the EEP$0 encourage

and promote the highest possible standards for husbandry of zoo and aquarium animals. For
this reason, quite early on, EAZA developed the & a A y A ‘B@mdards for the
Accommodationand Care of Animalsin Zoosand ! |j dzI Nhekesténdardslay down
general principles of animal keeping, to which the members of EAZAfeel themselves
committed. Above and beyond this, some countries have defined regulatory minimum
standards for the keeping of individual speciesregarding the size and furnishings of
enclosires etc., which, according to the opinion of authors, should definitely be fulfilled
before allowing such animals to be kept within the area of the jurisdiction of those countries.
These minimum standards are intended to determine the borderline of aabéptanimal
welfare. It is not permitted to fall short of these standards. How difficulsito determine

the standards, however, can be seen in the fact that minimum standards vary from country
to country.

Above and beyond this, specialists of the EEPs and TAGs have undertaken the considerable
task of laying down guidelines for keeping individual animal species. Whilst some aspects of
husbandryreported in the guidelineswill define minimum standards,in gereral, these
guidelines are not to be understood as minimum requirements; they represent best practice.
As such the EAZA Best Practice Guidelines for keeping animals intend rather to describe the
desirabledesignof enclosures angbrerequisites foranimal lkeeping that are,according to

the present state of knowledge, considered as being optimal for each species. They intend
above all to indicate how enclosures should be designed and what conditions should be
fulfilled for the optimal careof individual sped@s.

Citation:
EAZA Best Practice guidelines for the Javan Green M@ggsia thalassina
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Summary

This first edition of the Best Practice Guidelines for the Javan Green Maiggi thalassina

is based on the husbandry experiences of a small humber of dedicated aviculturists and
institutions.

This species has only been in aviculture for a very show,ti(since 2011) and has only
officially been a managed EEPspeciessince December2016. The basis of the current
conservatiorbreeding population originated from a relatively small number of wwddght
founder birds, which were rescuedor acquired from illegal wildlife markets or private
keepers in West Java, Indonesia by the Cikananga Conservation Breeding centre and Taman
Safariindonesia.

Many of the husbandry techniques contained herein have been developed by the author and
a small number of contributors experienced in working with this or other closely related
membersof the genus.

The taxonomy used in this document follows: del Hoy& Lollar, N.J(2016) HBW and
BirdLife International lllustrated Checklist of the Birds of the Wditdume 2: Passerines.
LynxEdicionsBarcelona.
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Section 1: Biology and field data Contents

Biology

1.1 Taxonomy

Class: Aves

Order: Passeriformes
Suborder: Oscines
Family: Corvidae
Genus: Cissa
Species: thalassina

Subspecies: None(Monotypic)
Taxonomiaotes:KittathalassinaTemminck 1826.

The Javan Green Magpiaissa thalassinavas recategorised and rmamed following the
publication of the Bird Conservation International paper; Biology, taxonomy and
conservation status of the Shetdiled Green MagpieCissa [t.] thalassindrom Java (Van
Balenet al.2011).

Prior to this it was thought to be the nominate form of Shtailed Green Magpie witlCissa
jeffereyi a speciesnow re-namedthe BorneanGreenMagpie.

English synonyms

Shorttailed Magpie, Shorttailed Green Magpie (when treated as conspecificwith C.
jeffereyy.

1.2 Morphology

Bodysize

Morphometric measurementdrom sevencaptive JavanGreenMagpie

Bill Bill , :
Sex Length| Height Skull| Wing | Tail | Tarsus

379 | 16,5 | 69.3| 138 | 113.2| 52.9

37.8 | 16.4 | 70.5| 141 | 115.4| 54.7

40.3 16.2 | 71.9| 140 | 111.2| 49.7

341 | 16.6 | 68.3| 136 | 93.6 | 49

34 15.6 | 67.7| 133 | 94.6 | 51.5

34.1 15 | 66.6| 137 | 99.7 | 49.2

T ZILZILZ

37.3 16 | 68.3| 137 | 100.7| 47.4




Variable Male Average | FemaleAverage| Speciesaverage

Bill Length(mm) | 37.53 35.13 36.50
BillHeight(mm) | 16.43 15.53 16.04

Skull (mm) 70.00 67.53 68.94

Wing (mm) 138.75 135.67 137.43
Tail(mm) 108.35 98.33 104.06
Tarsugmm) 51.58 49.37 50.63

Weight

Thereare no weightsrecordedfrom wild birds.

The average weight for adult males in captivity was 130.1g (variableclP46g) taken from
56 sample weights of 17 adult males in good body condition (with a pectoral muscle score of
4-5 anda subcutaneougat scoreof 0-1) from three institutions.

The average weight for adult females in captivity was 124.7g (variable ¢ &®&8g) taken
from 47 sample weights of 22 adult females in good body condition (with a pectoral muscle
scoreof 4-5 anda subcutaneougat scoreof 0-1) from threeinstitutions.

Higher weights have been recorded in this species (maximum 158g in males and 155g in
females), however, heavier than average birds often have large amounts ausaheous

fat andare considered ovemweight or obese.

(Seeappendixfor pectoralmuscleandfat score).

Description
The Javan green magpie is 28Gcm in length, weight 122430g. The sexes are alike.

Althoughthere are no photographsof this speciesn the wild, basedon freshlycaught
individuals, in nature it is a bright apple or pg@een olour. The forecrown is bright
yellowishgreenor lime green,forminga short crest.

Ablackbandextendsfrom baseof bill, acrosssidesof head,enclosinghe eyeandcrossing

at the napeunderthe crest. Theblackfeathersabovethe eyescanbe raisedto form
6SeSoNRPgsaé o6KSYy (GKS 6ANR Aa SEOAGSRITI ¢t
eyebrowswhenexcitedor in displaythe slightlypalergreenfeatherson the flanksare

raisedto givea puffed-up appearance.

The rest of head, body plumge, scapulars, lesser upp&mg coverts are a bright (apple)
green. The relatively short, bluntly graduating tail is uniformly darker green above, paler
greyishgreenbelowwith no blackor white markings.

The primary and secondary feathers are a rich reddtsbstnut brown, the tertiary feathers
are paleopalinewhitish-green.

Thisspecieshasa distinctlylargecoratred bill whichhasa hookedtip on the upper
mandible.Thelegs, feetandtoesare orangered.

NI S R



The eye is surrounded by a coratl orbital ring, the iris is a bright reddisimnown

surrounded by a white sclera. This latter point has not been noted in descriptions for this
species, possibly due to its rarity and lack of sigj#tiim the wild and given that its features
aredescribedrom museumskins,whichdo not haveeyes.

‘#:.

AdultJavanGreenMagpie (SteveRawlins)

Notereddishkbrowniris with distinctivewhite outer eyecolour(SteveRawlins)



AdultCikanangaConservatioBreedingCentre2017with raisedflank feathers

Cissahalassina(left) Cissgefferyi(right) NaturalHistoryMuseum,Tring




ComparativephotographsCissathalassina(top) Cissajefferyi (bottom) Natural History Museum,
Tring

Cissahalassinaleft) Cissgefferyi(right) NaturalHistoryMuseum,Tring.Diagnostideaturefor
Cissahalassinaplain undersideof tail




Cissa thalassina (left) Cissa jefferyi (right) Natural History Museum, Tring. Diagnostic feature for Cissa
thalassinacompletewhite tertiary feathers

AduItCikanangaConservatiorBreedingpentre2(516




1.3 Vocalisation

On Java, the Sundanese names ekék géling, kéket géleng, deretdet kéleng, kerékek kéléeng,
cucak keling (West Java), and Javanese names dingdingbak (Central Java), and kekek kelang
(Yogykarta) and variations (Bartels 188931, Koningsberger 1907, van Ooft10, S. v. B.

unpubl. data) closely describe the most stereotypic call of its large repertoire, which also
AyOf dzZRSa YAYAOLAYy3IZ YR A& clchubgNI B8St3e sR @ MRS
alsod dzii GISHAER G ¢ 1897198110 $1fB&ckng unpubl. data).

Mimicry plays a part in its repertoire with captive birds at Cikananga conservation breeding
centre copying other species in adjacent aviaries including Blacked MynaAcridotheres
melanopterus Sumatran Laughingthrush Garrulax bicola and Rufousfronted
LaughingthrushGarrulax rufifronsas well as Crested Serpent Ea§leilornis cheelavhich

often fly over the area. Additionally at least one bird was known to copy to sound of the
aviaryalarmsystem.

1.4 Longevity

There are no longevity records for this species in the wild. As this species has only been kept
in captivityfor ashort periodof time, (since2011)no longevitydataisavailable.

An adult wild-caught individual of the closely related IndochineseGreen Magpie Cissa
hypoleucdived in captivity for 18 years. As corvids in general are relativelylioed birds it
maybe expected tdive for at least15-20 years.
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Field Data

1.5 Zoogeography and Ecology

Distribution
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Historicalrangeof JavanGreenMagpie

BirdLife International (2018) Species factsh&issa thalassindownloaded
from http://www.birdlife.org on 12/02/2018

Habitat

The species inhabits mainly foothill and montane tropical/aipical forest at 502,000 m,
occasionally ranging into lowland areas, and may be seen in adjacent cultivated areas and at
the edgeof forest(vanBalenet al. 2011 andreferencegherein).

During the afternoon of  November 2013, we found an overgrown disused road, which
leadto aforestclearing.

At 16.45 two Javan Green Magpies were heard calling from adjacent dense vegetation
approximately 20 metres from our position. The first call was a fast, loud threekmka ka
from one bird, followed a few seconds later by a rising metkieengalarm call from a
second bird thabppearedo be approximatelyl0 metresawayfrom the first bird.

The birds made no further calls and remained hidden in thick vegetation.
Weremainedat the site until 17.30,whenthe lightwasbeginningto fade.

The area where the birds were encountered was in-suintane forest in a steepided
valley, adjaent to a small clearing and a noisy, fast flowing stream approximat2imétres
wide.

A Garmin Dakota 20 GPS was used to record the location and altitude of the site. The
altitude was 1084 metres above sea level. The location has been withheld fortgecur
reasons.

Weatherconditionswere dry andthe temperaturewasapproximatelyH y ¢ / &
(A.OwenA. Tritto pers.Obs.)
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1.6 Population and conservation status

RedListCategory

Family: Corvidae (Crows and jays)
Authority: (Temminck, 1826)

Red List Category

Criteria: C2a(i)

Justificationof RedListcategory

Thisrecently-split speciegjualifiesasCriticallyEndangeredbecausat isthoughtto havean
extremely small and fragmented population, which is suspected to be in rapid to very rapid
decline owing to orgoing trapping pressure and the continued loss andaegtion of

suitable habitat. Research and informed conservation actions are now urgently needed to
increasethe chances ofhis speciessurvival.

Populationsize:50-249

Populationtrend: Decreasing

Extentof occurrence(breeding/resident):41,200knv
Countryendemic:Yes

Populationjustification

The Javan green magpie appears to have an extremely small population, which is likely to
numberfewerthan 250mature individuals with eachsubpopulationprobablycontaining50
mature individuals or fewer (van Balehal. 2011). It has also been suggested that the total
population probably does not exceed 100 individuals and could number fewer than 50
individuals, as there may be only one or two dozen birds at each of up to four sites where
the species was recorded from 2001 to 2011 and may still be extant (vand®ale2011);
however,surveysshouldbe conductedto confirmwhetherthisisthe case.

Trendjustification

It has been suspected by van Baédral. (2011) that the species is undergoing a decline of at
least 80% over ten years (although this would preferdelyestimated for a period of three
generations= 20 yeargBirdLifelnternationalunpubl.data]), basedon the paucityof recent

14









































































































































































































































































































