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OXYURIASIS  
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AFFECTED 
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TREATMENT PREVENTION 
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Susceptible animal groups 
Depending on the oxyurid-species. 

Causative organism 
Enterobius spp. – Cercopithecoidea, Pongidae, Hylobatidae, man, 
Colobenterobius spp. – Colobinae,  
Probstmayria spp. – Pongidae, Macaques, 
Lemuricola spp. -Prosimiae, 
Trypanoxyuris spp. - New World monkeys. 

Zoonotic potential 
Only with Enterobius vermicularis. 

Distribution 
Enterobius spp.- World- wide , more common  in temperate climates. 
Colobenterobius spp. - Asia, Africa, 
Probstmayria spp. – Africa, India, 
Lemuricola sp. – Madagascar, 
Trypanoxyuris spp. – South- and Central America. 

Transmission 
Perorally. 

Incubation period 
 

Clinical symptoms 
Perianal itching, anorexia, restlessness, weight loss, death. 

Post mortem findings 
Caecal/ colonic/ rectal mucosal hyperaemia, oedematous thickening or fibrosis of the large intestinal wall, 
nodular lesions and focal necroses in the intestinal wall, enterocolitis. 

Diagnosis 
Ovodiagnosis (Anal impression!). 

Material required for laboratory analysis 
Anal swabs, faeces, spontaneously eliminated worms (Preservation in Raillet & Henry solution:  920 ml 0.8% 
NaCl, 30 ml 40% formalin, 50 ml glacial acetic acid) 

Relevant diagnostic laboratories 
 

Treatment 
1. Fenbendazole (10 mg / kg). In man 85% cure rate with 50 – 150 mg Ivermectin. 

Prevention and control in zoos 
  

Suggested disinfectant for housing facilities 
 

Notification 
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Guarantees required under EU Legislation 
 

Guarantees required by EAZA Zoos 
 

Measures required under the Animal Disease Surveillance Plan 
 

Measures required for introducing animals from non-approved sources 
 

Measures to be taken in case of disease outbreak or positive laboratory findings 
 

Conditions for restoring disease-free status after an outbreak 
 

Experts who may be consulted 
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