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Susceptible animal groups 
All nonhuman primates. 

Causative organism 
 Klebsiella pneumoniae., particularly hypermucoviscosity phenotypes 

Zoonotic potential 
Theoretically yes. 

Distribution 
World-wide. 

Transmission 
Probably contact. 

Incubation period 
 

Clinical symptoms 
Air sacculitis, bronchopneumonia, meningitis, meningoencephalitis, arthritis, cystitis,  abdominal abscesses,  
in New World monkeys primarily peritonitis. 

Post mortem findings 
Purulent to fibrinopurulent inflammation of affected organs, especially  typhlitis, typhlocolitis with ulcerations 
and transmucosal abscesses, lymphonodular abscesses,pulmonary haemorrhages and microabscesses, 
Concomitant purulent hepatitis, myocarditis,osteomyelitis. 

Diagnosis 
Cultivation. 

Material required for laboratory analysis 
Altered tissues. 

Relevant diagnostic laboratories 
1. Local veterinary and medical laboratories. 
2. Konsiliarlaboratorium für Klebsiellen 

Institut für Medizinische Mikrobiologie und Virologie im Klinikum der  
Christian-Albrechts-Universität zu Kiel 
Brunswicker Str. 4 
D 24905 KIEL 
Tel.: 0431 597 3305 
            “      “    3300 
Fax:     “      “    3296 
e-mail: podschun@medmicrobio.uni-Kiel.de 

Treatment 

Supportive. K.pneumoniae is resistant to most antibiotics.  The acquisition or production of  plasmid-
mediated extended-spectrum ß-lactamases results in extensive resistance to cephalosporins (ceftazidine, 
ceftriaxone, aztreonam,cefuroxims), but can often be treated with a piperacillin/tazobactam combination 

Prevention and control in zoos 
Anti-capsular polysaccharide vaccine.  
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Suggested disinfectant for housing facilities 
 

Notification 
 

Guarantees required under EU Legislation 
 

Guarantees required by EAZA Zoos 
 

Measures required under the Animal Disease Surveillance Plan 
 

Measures required for introducing animals from non-approved sources 
 

Measures to be taken in case of disease outbreak or positive laboratory findings 
 

Conditions for restoring disease-free status after an outbreak 
 

Experts who may be consulted 
1. PD Dr. R. Podschun, Konsiliarlaboratorium Kiel, 
2. Prof. Dr. U. Ullmann,                 “                     “ 
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