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‘Experiences with Diet Changes Workshop’ submission form – complete on the following page using the instructions and example below.  Use a separate form for each submission and send to Dr. Andrea Fidgett a.fidgett@chesterzoo.org by 5 OCTOBER 2009.  All fields must be completed. 

Instructions

Type of presentation:

You may choose to present your experiences as a case study during the workshop or as a poster at the conference. If there are more submissions for case studies than we have time for, you will be offered the opportunity to submit a poster instead if you select the ‘case study or poster’ option.

Submission format (& see sample below).

· Please provide the title of the presentation as you would like to see it in the list of abstracts and the proceedings.
· Authors follow, using full name format and numbered superscripts to denote affiliations, followed by the affiliations themselves. All of this information will be included with the conference abstracts.  

· Finally, please indicate who the corresponding author and the provide a current e-mail address.  We will inform you of the status of your submission via e-mail.  This e-mail address will also be included in the proceedings.

· Your summary should be no longer than 500 words, and should go over your practical experience of modifying diets.  Introduce your species, the old diet, your reasons for changing to the new diet, details of the new diet, experiences with the transition, and measures of consequences.  Explain why you consider the transition a success, a failure, or cannot tell yet...  

· Providing keywords will be useful for conference attendees when viewing the list of abstracts, or when reading the proceedings after the conference. Please make keywords as specific as possible, examples of specific keywords include: preference tests, reptiles, foraging enrichment, mixed-species exhibit, iron storage disease.


Suggested Diet Change Case Study Format

Efficacy of hoofstock diets at Chester Zoo; assessment by keeper questionnaire and body condition scoring

Thijs D. van den Houten 1, 2 and Andrea L. Fidgett2
1Van Hall Larenstein, Agora 1 8934 CJ Leeuwarden, NL 2North of England Zoological Society, Chester Zoo, Caughall Road, Chester, CH2 1LH, UK

Corresponding email: a.fidgett@chesterzoo.org
An evaluation of Chester Zoo’s diets for hoofstock species conducted in 2006 revealed that the diets were overcomplicated. The dry feed portion alone comprising varying combinations of 8 ‘concentrated’ pellets, 7 ‘straight’ feed ingredients (e.g. bran, flaked maize) and 2 brands of supplement. Diets fed to the hoofstock species were based on information sent with animals when they arrived from another collection, combined with trial and error use of existing food ingredients available and experience of what worked for similar species. Few health problems were evident; however, there was no consistent rationale for feeding these species within the collection. Since 2007 hoofstock diets take account of the digestive anatomy, feeding ecology and life stage, with an emphasis on forage, and dry feeds rationalised to just three specially formulated concentrates, eliminating the necessity for any additional supplements. Immediate acceptability of the adjusted diets by animals was good, with a month-long transition to ensure minimal disruption to gastro-intestinal function. Assessment over a longer period was necessary to ensure continued efficacy of the hoofstock diets. Are the diets currently being fed to all hoofstock species adequate for optimal health and welfare?  Nutritional assessment was based on interviews with the head keepers of the relevant sections and by body condition scoring. Etc…
KEYWORDS: Hoofstock, diet review, body condition scores
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